B2 6 HQ EXHEF=v 7 (4R |

[1] kOEZXD  ( ) IS ADELEYIREE (F) &2, TOa~dnb 1 OO S,

1.

10.

Given the weather conditions, he strongly suggested ( ) our outdoor exhibit.
cancel b.  that we cancel c. ustocancel d. to cancel
The teacher encouraged students ( ) at their best at the sports festival.
can perform b.  perform c. toperform d. will perform
I was deeply ( ) when my favorite team lost in the finals.
. disappointing b. disappointment c. disappointed d. disappoint
Tomorrow I have my first presentation. I cannot help ( )
anxiety b. being anxious c¢. being anxiety d. to be anxious
The village ( ) 25 kilometers to the north of the city.
lie b. lay c. lad d. lain
I think we can get to the campground ( ) by bus or by train.
neither b.  both c. either of d. either
He tried his hardest to climb the mountain, ( ) give up 50 meters from the top.
just as b. onlyto c. asto d. enough to
Anyone riding a bicycle while using a smartphone may be  ( ) penalties.

subjected b. subject as c. subject of d. subject to

( ) their help with the work, I gave the kids candy.

In return for b.  Inreturn c. Returningin d. Returned on

( ) such a catastrophe, the city has recovered and is now alive with people.
Though b.  Despite c. Because d. Even though
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The company was taken ( ) by a young manager, who quickly turned it around.
in b. over c. off d. out
Agricultural products  ( ) more than half of the country’s exports.
sum up b. calculate C. account for d. summarize
The country is willing to accept a large number of  ( ) from abroad.
refuges b. appetites c. manifestos d. immigrants
There is no hard  ( ) that he was involved in the crime.
profit b. evidence c. remark d. reputation
For ( ) reasons, the names and addresses of those involved have not been disclosed.
security b. alternative c. ancestral d. characteristic
Higher-priced products are not necessarily technically ( ) to lower-priced products.
susceptible b.  superior c. prior d. likely
There was already no hope of her winning.  ( ) , she ran hard.
Nevertheless b.  Despite c. In spite of d.  Otherwise
It was ( ) for him to hear directly from a politician.
an indulgence b.  courage
acknowledgement d. aprivilege
Itis a great ( ) to have the opportunity to be present at this event.
prediction b. pleasure Cc. presence d. preference
It’s nice to know that there are still so many people who consider using polite language as a

) .

classification b. vice c. virtue d. disparity
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[ 1] BAF®3CIE Do you think that people are utilizing a lot more information today than before
because of the widespread of the Internet?{Zxf 9 52& 2 DX T, LLFOERMIZE X723V,

Agree: The Benefits of an Information-Rich Era
The widespread use of the internet has fundamentally transformed how we interact with data,
leading to a significant increase in information utilization.
1. Instant Access to Diverse Perspectives
In the past, people were often limited to local news or a few television channels. Today, the internet
provides a global platform where individuals can access diverse viewpoints instantly. For instance, a
student researching climate change can compare scientific reports from various countries and listen
to debates by international experts, allowing for a more comprehensive understanding of complex
issues.
2. Data-Driven Decision Making
The internet empowers consumers and businesses to make more informed choices. Before the digital
age, purchasing a product often relied on word-of-mouth or biased advertisements. Currently, people
utilize vast amounts of data, such as user reviews, price comparison sites, and technical specifications.
This allows individuals to optimize their spending and find products that truly meet their specific
needs, representing a highly practical use of information.
3. Democratization of Education
The internet has dismantled the barriers to specialized knowledge. Through online courses and
educational platforms, people can learn everything from coding to classical philosophy. Previously,
this information was locked behind expensive university walls. Now, motivated learners utilize digital
libraries and video tutorials to acquire new skills, fostering continuous personal and professional
growth in a way that was previously impossible.
In conclusion, by offering diverse viewpoints, facilitating better decisions, and opening educational

doors, the internet has enabled people to utilize more information than ever before.

Comprehension Question (Agree)
According to the passage, how has the internet changed the way people make purchases?
1. It has made people more dependent on traditional advertisements.
2. It allows them to rely solely on word-of-mouth from close friends.
3. It enables them to compare various types of data to make better choices.
4

It has limited the amount of information available to the average consumer.



Disagree: The Pitfalls of Information Overload
While the volume of data available today is staggering, it does not necessarily mean that people are
utilizing more information effectively. In many cases, the internet has hindered our ability to process
and use data meaningfully.
1. The Burden of Information Overload
The sheer quantity of content can lead to "analysis paralysis." When faced with thousands of search
results for a single query, many individuals feel overwhelmed and struggle to distinguish between
relevant and irrelevant data. Instead of utilizing information to solve problems, people often spend
excessive time filtering through noise, which actually decreases their overall productivity and
decision-making quality.
2. The Rise of Echo Chambers
Algorithms used by social media platforms often create "echo chambers" by showing users only
information that aligns with their existing beliefs. Rather than utilizing a wide range of information
to broaden their horizons, people are trapped in a feedback loop. This narrow exposure prevents them
from engaging with opposing facts, meaning they are consuming more content but utilizing a much
narrower spectrum of actual information.
3. Superficial Processing of Content
The habit of "scrolling" has encouraged a superficial approach to learning. In the past, reading a book
required deep focus and critical thinking. Today, people often skim headlines or watch short videos
without fully grasping the underlying concepts. This rapid consumption lacks the depth required for
true utilization, as the information is often forgotten as quickly as it is encountered.
To summarize, due to the stress of overload, the limitations of algorithms, and the trend toward

superficiality, it is clear that more data does not translate to better information utilization.

Comprehension Question (Disagree)
What does the author suggest about the impact of social media algorithms?
1. They help users find a wider variety of information than they could in the past.
2. They limit users' exposure to different viewpoints, narrowing their perspective.
3. They encourage people to spend more time reading books and long articles.
4

They make it easier for people to distinguish between facts and opinions.



e Write an essay on the given TOPIC.

e Use TWO of the POINTS below to support your answer.
e Structure: Introduction, main body, and conclusion

e Suggested length: 120-150 words

e Any writing outside the space will not be graded.

TOPIC

Do you think that people are utilizing a lot more information today than before because of the

widespread of the Internet?
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People in a growth *mindset don’t just seek challenge, they *thrive on it. The bigger the challenge,
the more they stretch. And nowhere can it be seen more clearly than in the world of sports. You
can just watch people stretch and grow.

Mia Hamm, the greatest female soccer star of her time, says it straight out. “All my life I've been

(1) plaving up, meaning I've challenged myself with players older, bigger, more skillful, more
experienced — in short, better than me.” First she played with her older brother. Then at ten, she
joined the eleven-year-old boys’ team. Then she threw herself into the number one college team in
the United States. “Each day I attempted to play up to their level ... and I was improving faster than
I ever dreamed possible.”

Patricia Miranda was a *chubby, unathletic high school kid who wanted to wrestle. After a bad
beating on the mat, she was told, “You’re (2) ajoke.” First she cried, then she felt: “That really set
my resolve ... I had to keep going and (3) had to know [7 me/ training could / and focus /
=T effort / 4 and belief and / » if / & somehow legitimize] as a wrestler.” Where did she get
this resolve?

Miranda was raised in a life *devoid of challenge. But when her mother died of an *aneurysm at
age forty, ten-year-old Miranda came up with (1) a principle. “When you’re lying on your deathbed,
one of the cool things to say is, ‘I really explored myself.” This sense of urgency was *instilled when
my mom died. Ifyou only go through life doing stuff that’s easy, shame on you.” So when wrestling
presented a challenge, she was ready to take it on.

Her effort (s) paid off. At twenty-four, Miranda was having the last[ A ]. She won the spot
for her weight group on the U.S. Olympic team and came home from Athens with a bronze medal.
And what was next? Yale Law School. People () urged her to stav where she was already on top,
but Miranda felt it was more exciting to start at the bottom again and see what she could grow into
this time.

Sometimes people with the growth mindset stretch themselves so far that they do the impossible.
In 1995, Christopher Reeve, the actor, was thrown from a horse. His neck was broken, his *spinal
cord was *severed from his brain, and he was completely *paralyzed below the neck. Medical science

said, So sorry. (7) Come to terms with It.

Reeve, however, started a demanding exercise program that involved moving all parts of his
paralyzed body with the help of electrical stimulation. Why couldn’t he learn to move again? Why

couldn’t his brain once again give commands that his body would obey? Doctors warned that he was



in denial and was (s) setting himself up for disappointment. They had seen this before and it was
a bad sign for his adjustment. But, really, what else was Reeve doing with his time? Was there a
better project?

Five years later, Reeve started to regain movement. First it happened in his hands, then his arms,
then legs, and then *torso. He was [ B | cured, but brain scans showed that his brain was once
more sending signals to his body that the body was responding to. [ C [ did Reeve stretch his
abilities, he changed the entire way science thinks about the nervous system and its potential for
recovery. (9) In doing so, he opened a whole new *vista for research and a whole new avenue of hope
for people with spinal cord injuries.

(Mgt : Carol S. Dweck. Mindset: The New Psychology of Success.)
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7 practicing in a stadium at least 1,000 meters above sea level
4 never giving up trying to become better than younger players
7 playing soccer to cheer myself up as well as everyone else
-

challenging myself by competing with players better than I am
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7 worthless 4 making people happy

7 a tough opponent . easy to laugh with
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7 made a payment A went off 7 was successful

T was called off 7~ was a total failure

M6 22 [ A ] ICADDICERLSEDLVWEDE, ROT ~FDOHFNE 1 ORI &0,
7 day 4 supper 7 straw T laugh 7 breath
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7 encouraged her to continue living on the top floor of the apartment
A stirred up a feeling of guilt in her about what she had done until then
7 advised her against continuing to do wrestling for the rest of her life
-

tried to convince her to keep wrestling

18 THS (7) OEWHX L L TR HLSIDLNLDE, ROT ~ZOHMD 1 DERR I,
7 Get along with It. 4 Come and get it.

v Make desperate efforts toward it. = Come away from Iit.

19 TR (8) DANRELL THRLSIDLLVLDE, ROT ~ZOHNG 1 DBOVe S\,
7 getting over regrets 4 breaking away from depression

7 heading for disappointment =  blowing off his sorrows

M0 [ B 1 ICAZDICRLSEIDOLWVEDE, ROT ~FDOHNE 1 DBUR I,
7 completely  indeed 7 far from T tobesure A nodoubt
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7 In addition to 4 When 7 Moreover T Why %4 Not only
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1. A:! Have you seen Tomo recently?

B: Yes, in fact we ( ) lunch on Fridays.

a. hadhad b. have c. will have d. would have
2. Iwillread ( ) possible this summer.

a. as many books as b.  books as many

c. many books as I can d. so many books as
3. Theissue ( ) is being discussed is complicated.

a. about that b. how c. what d. that
4. Thereis ( ) like a hot bath after a long walk on a cold day.

a. anything b. everything c. nothing d. something
5. ( ) that they were waiting for our help, we hurried to the village.

a. Knew b. Knowing c. Known d. Toknow
6. Ashehad ( ) legal knowledge, he didn’t know how to deal with the matter.

a. afew b. alittle c. few d. little
7.  You can bring your kids to the ceremony ( ) they behave.

a. asfaras b. aslongas c. eventhough d. while
8.  This town will change ( ) another ten years.

a. for b. in c. of d. since
9. Try ( ) too hard when you feel tired.

a. don’t work b.  not work c. nottowork d. noworking

10. The door was open when I came back home last night. Iremember locking the door, so someone

( ) into the house.
a. must have broken b. must not have broken
c. should have broken d. should not have broken

10
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1. The new security systems introduced have ( ) us of long working hours.
a. reduced b. released c. relieved d. revised
2. If the weather conditions are ( ) , we may have to reschedule the event.
a. rigid b. severe c. strict d. strong
3. My enjoyment of the trip was ( ) by a number of problems.
a. hunted b.  perplexed c. resumed d. spoiled
4. The documents we had been waiting for arrived ( ) before we left.
a. shortly b. periodically c¢. temporarily d. spontaneously
5. Two-week campers must bring enough ( ) because there’s no laundry facilities.
a. fabric b. clothing c. wearing d. wear
6. Some hotels went out of  ( ) due to the decrease in the number of inbound tourists.
a. business b. job c. mission d. task
7. TI'mglad that train services went back to ( ) last night after the powerful typhoon passed.
a. average b. common c. normal d. ordinary
8. We ( ) escaped drowning in the river.
a. closely b. narrowly c. tightly d. wildly
9. Iwas ( ) at mathematics when I was a high school student.
a. low b.  poor c. short d. small
10.  Youhavetopaya ( ) when you’re caught speeding.
a. fine b. fund c. value d. treasure

11
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Should a license be required to ride an electric assist bicycle in Japan? (Zxf3 2& 2 DL TT,
L OERICE 27230,

Agree: Enhancing Safety through Mandatory Licensing

As electric assist bicycles become increasingly common in Japan, implementing a mandatory
licensing system is a necessary step to ensure public safety.
1. Managing Physical Risks and Speed

Unlike traditional bicycles, electric assist models are significantly heavier and can reach higher
speeds with minimal effort. This combination increases the kinetic energy during a collision, often
leading to more severe injuries for both the rider and pedestrians. A licensing process would ensure
that riders have the physical coordination and awareness required to handle these powerful machines
safely, thereby reducing the number of high-impact accidents.
2. Ensuring Knowledge of Traffic Laws

Many bicycle accidents in Japan occur because riders are unaware of specific traffic regulations,
such as proper lane usage or right-of-way rules. By requiring a license, the government can mandate
a written test or a safety seminar. This ensures that every e-bike user possesses a fundamental
understanding of the Road Traffic Act, fostering a more orderly and predictable environment on
shared roads.
3. Strengthening Legal Accountability

A licensing system would instill a greater sense of responsibility among cyclists. Currently, it can
be difficult to identify or hold cyclists accountable for reckless behavior compared to motor vehicle
drivers. Requiring a license—and potentially a registered plate—would encourage riders to follow
rules more strictly, knowing that their permit could be suspended or revoked for dangerous violations.
In conclusion, because of the risks posed by speed, the need for legal education, and the importance

of accountability, Japan should require a license for electric assist bicycles.

Comprehension Question (Agree)
Which of the following is mentioned as a reason to support a licensing system?

1. It would make electric assist bicycles much cheaper for the general public.

2. It ensures that riders are educated about traffic laws before using the roads.
3. It would encourage people to switch from cars to traditional bicycles.
4

It helps the government track the environmental impact of e-bikes.
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Disagree: Prioritizing Accessibility and Infrastructure

While safety is a valid concern, requiring a license for electric assist bicycles in Japan would be an
impractical move that creates more problems than it solves.
1. Discouraging Eco-Friendly Transportation

Japan is currently striving to reduce carbon emissions and urban traffic congestion. Electric assist
bicycles are a primary tool in this effort, as they provide a low-carbon alternative to cars for short-
distance travel. If a license becomes mandatory, the added bureaucracy and cost will likely discourage
many people from purchasing e-bikes, potentially leading to a resurgence in car usage and higher
pollution levels.
2. Restricting Mobility for Vulnerable Groups

E-bikes are essential for elderly citizens and parents with young children, especially in hilly areas
or regions with limited public transport. For many seniors, an e-bike is their only means of
maintaining independence after surrendering their car license. Imposing a new licensing requirement
would place an unfair burden on these groups, effectively stripping them of their mobility and
complicating their daily lives.
3. Excessive Administrative Costs

The logistical challenge of creating a licensing system for millions of existing e-bike users would be
immense. The government would need to allocate significant taxpayers' money to manage testing
centers and databases. Instead of spending resources on such a complex system, the money would be
better utilized by improving cycling infrastructure, such as dedicated bike lanes, which has been
proven to enhance safety more effectively than licensing.
In summary, due to the environmental benefits, the need for social mobility, and the high cost of

administration, education and infrastructure should be prioritized over mandatory licensing.

Comprehension Question (Disagree)
According to the passage, why is licensing considered a "burden" for the elderly?

1. Because they are often unable to learn how to ride electric bicycles.

2. Because it might prevent them from living independently if they cannot get a license.
3. Because they prefer using public transportation over riding bicycles.
4

Because the government plans to ban elderly people from using e-bikes.
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TOPIC

Should a license be required to ride an electric assist bicycle in Japan?
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In the digital age, it has become easy for students to find and copy published material. But copying
another person’s writing without *giving them credit can get students into big trouble. Copying
another person’s writing without giving them credit is called plagiarism. (F'#%) In the United
States and other Western countries, universities have rules for avoiding plagiarism. But learning
to correctly follow these [ A ] can be difficult for some international students.

Why do universities and publishers care so much about copying even very small parts of someone’s
writing? American copyright law protects *original works of authorship including books, movies,
music, images and artworks. It also extends protection to computer software and *architecture.
The owner can sell the work or permit others to use it. The idea is that copyright helps society make
progress. If people can make money by owning their (1) creations, called intellectual property, then
more people will want to create original works. The law permits the *unlicensed use of *copyrighted
works, called fair use, for activities including criticism, comment, news reporting, education and
research. However, there are (2) some limitations. Ineducation, students can include a very small
part of copyrighted works in their writing and research if they provide credit, or *citation, to the
original creators. Many universities, such as Harvard, even [ B ] to give credit to information or
sources of ideas they get from conversations with professors or other students. Harvard even warns
students about copying themselves. That is, they cannot hand in the same work for more than one

class without the permission of their instructors.

(sy Afailure [T considered/ { do/ 7 is/ T plagiarizing/ 4 so/ # to]l. (F#%) The )

punishment for plagiarism can vary. Professors could simply warn a student not to do it again, lower
their grade, or they may fail the student in that class. In more extreme cases, a student may be
temporarily banned or *expelled from school.

Some international students in the U.S. (5) struggle to avoid plagiarism and learn the rules of
citation. Part of the difficulty is due to (s) cultural differences. Some cultures do not have a long
historical and legal tradition of protecting intellectual property. In these cultures, knowledge has
been considered something common to everyone, without ownership. In others, copying is seen as
showing respect for the writing and thinking of experts rather than themselves. If English is not a
student’s first language, sometimes, finding words to express complex ideas could be difficult. Thus,
copying becomes the way the students try to express their ideas. Steven Horowitz is a professor of
Legal English at *Georgetown Law in Washington, D.C. In an email to *VOA Learning English, he
said, “I've talked with students from Middle East cultures who have explained to me that they often

are not expected to cite because a lot of things they *quote are [ C ] that there is no need or
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expectation of citing.” Horowitz said, “I know on occasion some international students will use
quoted text... because they feel like their own words can’t do justice to the meaning in the quoted

”»

text and feel like it’s not their place to (7) suggest alternative text.” “It’s often a challenge to explain
to international students the need for citation even in sentences when you don’t use quoted text,” he
added.

There are free tools to make citations easier for students and to avoid plagiarism. Zotero is a free,
open-source program that helps organize all the research a student may use. For example, it can
automatically create citations and combine them into a list. The Purdue Online Writing Lab, or
Purdue OWL for short, is another free resource. Many universities also have writing centers where
students can learn the citation rules. And another way for students to learn how to avoid plagiarism

is to read published papers and pay careful attention to how information is presented. Students

should observe when and how citations are used. (s) This can help them learn the rules of citations.

Finally, remember that in educational, or academic, writing, it is better to cite too much than too
little.
(tH8t : Andrew Smith and Jill Robbins. “How to Avoid Plagiarism.” VOA Learning English.)
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1. I will ask you to check my work ( ) your earliest convenience.
a. in b. with c. on d. at

2. He was appointed principal, in  ( ) post he spent the rest of his life.
a. which b. that c. such d. whose

3.  Yesterday morning, there was a big American car ( ) outside the school.
a. park b. parks c. parked d. have parked

4. ( ) his arm the last time he went skiing, Davis decided not to go this year.
a. Break b.  Broken
c. Having been breaking d. Having broken

5. A Areyou leaving next week? B: No, ( ) week after next.
a. a b. the c. this d. last

6. The newspaper ( ) every month since 1955.
a. hasbeen published b.  has published
c. published d. has been publishing

7.  After hours of discussion, we could not settle the question of ( ) we would go home.
a. if b. that c. where d. when

8. ( ) the kitchen is nice, I don’t care what apartment we rent.
a. Otherwise b.  Providing c. Asif d. Supposed

9.  The results of the final exams were very bad. Hardly ( ) in our class passed.
a. nobody b. everybody c. anybody d. somebody

10. ( ) TI've eaten today is one bar of chocolate.
a. Al b. Everything c¢. Only d. Anything

19



[2] Wo1~50FnZEHD ( ) ZFECRRY OBEEZ AN THEYIZR LA TR S ER SN, 3

RC/PLETEE I,
1.  Ilike this job because I don’t need to wear a suit and  ( ) .

Hey, ( ) your shoelaces! They are undone.

2. Don’t forget to ( ) the fish with salt before you grill it.

The cool dry ( ) lasts from December to February here.

3. Pleasefillin this ( ) before you see the doctor.

Hydrogen and oxygen combine to ( ) water.

4. The police had to ( ) the road to capture the animal that escaped from the zoo.

A train was derailed by a concrete ( ) placed on the rail, but no one was injured.

5.  She burstinto ( )  when she heard the news.

Be careful with that fabric. It ( ) very easily.
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[ 1] BAF®3CiE Do you think learning tools in school education should be diversified according to
changes in society? (Zxf 7 2Z&x DX TT, LLFOERMICEZ IV,

Agree: Adapting Education for a Modern World

As society undergoes a rapid digital transformation, it is essential for school education to diversify
its learning tools to better prepare students for future challenges.
1. Cultivating Essential Digital Literacy

The modern workforce requires a high level of proficiency with various technological platforms. By
introducing diverse tools such as tablets, coding software, and cloud-based collaborative systems,
schools ensure that students graduate with the skills necessary to navigate a tech-driven economy.
This preparation is no longer an elective luxury but a fundamental requirement for professional
success in the 21st century.
2. Addressing Diverse Learning Styles

Traditional textbooks and lectures do not cater to every student's unique cognitive needs.
Diversifying tools—including interactive simulations, educational videos, and AI-driven personalized
learning apps—allows for a more inclusive environment. For instance, visual learners can benefit
from 3D modeling software, while students with learning disabilities can use speech-to-text tools,
ensuring that no one is left behind due to a rigid teaching method.
3. Expanding Global Perspectives

Modern learning tools dismantle the physical boundaries of the classroom. Through high-speed
internet and video conferencing, students can participate in international exchange programs and
access a vast array of global resources. This exposure fosters cultural empathy and global citizenship,
preparing them to solve complex problems that require international cooperation.
In conclusion, by focusing on digital skills, inclusivity, and global connectivity, diversifying

educational tools is a vital step in aligning schools with contemporary societal needs.

Comprehension Question (Agree)
According to the passage, why is diversifying learning tools beneficial for students with different
learning styles?

1. It helps them finish their homework much faster than traditional methods.

2. It provides customized options, like 3D models or speech-to-text, to suit individual needs.
3. It encourages them to ignore traditional textbooks entirely in favor of Al.
4

It reduces the total number of hours they need to spend in a physical classroom.
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Disagree: The Importance of Educational Stability

While technological advancements are impressive, school education should remain cautious about
over-diversifying learning tools at the expense of fundamental skills.
1. Preservation of Core Cognitive Abilities
Over-reliance on digital tools can weaken essential cognitive functions such as handwriting, long-
form reading, and deep concentration. Research suggests that taking notes by hand enhances memory
retention more effectively than typing. By prioritizing traditional tools, schools can protect the "deep
work" habits that are increasingly rare in a society dominated by short-form digital content and
constant notifications.
2. Exacerbating the Digital Divide
Rapidly changing educational tools can widen the gap between students from different socioeconomic
backgrounds. Schools in wealthy districts may afford the latest VR equipment, while underfunded
schools struggle to maintain basic internet access. This disparity creates an uneven playing field,
where a student’s success is determined by their school’s budget rather than their personal merit or
effort.
3. Increasing the Burden on Educators
The constant introduction of new software and gadgets places an immense strain on teaching staff.
Teachers are often forced to spend valuable time learning and troubleshooting new systems instead
of focusing on pedagogical quality and student emotional support. A more stable, consistent set of
tools allows educators to refine their teaching methods over time, ensuring a higher quality of
instruction.
To summarize, to protect cognitive skills, ensure equality, and support teachers, schools should focus

on mastering traditional methods rather than constantly chasing societal trends.

Comprehension Question (Disagree)
What concern does the author raise regarding the impact of new tools on teachers?
1. Teachers may lose their jobs as they are replaced by Al-driven learning apps.
2. New tools make it too easy for teachers to grade assignments, leading to laziness.
3. Educators must spend excessive time managing new technology instead of teaching.
4

Most teachers prefer digital tools but are not allowed to use them in class.
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TOPIC

Do you think learning tools in school education should be diversified according to changes in society?
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10 ways science fiction predicted the future

We live in a time of rapid advancement in technology, with access to equipment that wasa[ 1 |
dream just 30 years ago. Here are some ways novelists have predicted some of the technology we
have access to today.
The lunar landing

OK, this isn’t a piece of technology, but it was too good to leave out. In his 1865 book From the
FEarth to the Moon, Jules Verne foretold aspects of the Apollo 11 landing, which took place over 100
years later. Verne wrote of astronauts launching in an aluminum capsule from Florida, including
precise calculations on how much force was needed to push their ship out of Earth’s atmosphere.
Mass surveillance equipment

You might have been expecting this one. George Orwell’s 1949 novel 1984 predicted many aspects
of today’s modern world. But with one security camera to every 14 people in London alone, one might
be inclined to draw comparisons with Orwell’s dystopian*! state in which the public is monitored by
“Big Brother.”
Credit and debit cards

Even what you pay with on a daily basis was predicted over a century ago. Edward Bellamy
introduced the term ‘credit card’ to the world in his 1888 novel Looking Backward. The people of
his utopian*2 future had [ 2 | paper money; they all carried a card that allowed them to spend
credit from one central bank. Sound familiar?
Wireless headphones/earphones

In his dystopian 1953 novel Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury wrote of a world that had what he
called “thimble radios.” Also described as “little seashells,” these were portable audio devices not too
dissimilar to wireless headphones, which didn’t become available until over half a century later.
The internet

In the current world of 4G networks and broadband in practically every home, it’s difficult to
imagine a present without the internet. Published in 1984, William Gibson’s novel Neuromancer
predicted amongst other things; the World Wide Web, hacking and virtual reality. This was all
almost a decade before the internet became what we know today.
Solar power

[ 3 1solar panels appearing on rooftops everywhere, would it surprise you that solar power was
predicted over a century ago? In his 1911 novel Ralph 124C 41+, Hugo Gernsback wrote of his

adventurers visiting solar power installations. This was written over 60 years before the
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introduction of the first solar-powered calculators.
Mechanical hands

In 1942, author Robert Heinlein wrote a short story about a physically disabled inventor named
Waldo F. Jones. In this story, Waldo creates and patents “Waldo F. Jones’ Synchronous
Reduplicating Pantograph”; a mechanical hand that can be remotely operated. In acknowledgment
of this story, the real-life remote manipulator arms used in the nuclear industry are called “Waldos.”
Al, virtual assistants and tablets

In the 1968 novel 2001° A Space Odyssey (written more than 30 years before the first tablet
computer was released) Arthur C. Clarke wrote about an electronic paper or the “newspad” that
people in this world read. He also envisioned the voice-activated super computer HAL 9000, not too
dissimilar from the voice-activated virtual assistants that are now a regular feature of many homes
and businesses, and warned of the dangers represented by artificial intelligence, a theme that still
reoccurs regularly in science fiction.
Satellite TV and electric cars

First published in 1968, John Brunner’s dystopian novel Stand on Zanzibar is set in the year 2010.
This novel is packed with accurate predictions of the future, including a popular leader of the US
called President Obomi. And that’s just the start. Brunner wrote about vehicles being increasingly
run on rechargeable electric fuel cells, and TV news channels going global via satellite.
Bionic limbs

[ 4 ] medical miracles were predicted. Martin Caidin’s 1972 novel Cyborg follows pilot Steve
Austin, who gets seriously injured from crashing during a flight. He is left with only one limb and
blind in one eye. During the novel, scientists provide Austin with new legs, a bionic arm and a
removable eye with a camera, making him a mixture of human and machine or a “cyborg.” This
novel was written over 20 years before the first bionic arm transplant.

1) *ldystopian T o4 A MET (HEE) o (X H7R) *2 ytopian =— BT (FRAEM) o (X H7)

Eali

Lot [ 1 1~1 4 JIEASEHE (7)) &2, a~d»b 1 oEORE,
[ 1 1 a. bothering b. real c. distant d. close
[ 2 ] a. indemandfor b. supply for c. needing d. no need for
[ 3 ] a. Additionally b. Without c. With d. Addicted to
[ 4 ] a. Even b. Even though c. Except d. Only when
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2. WDa~hDOLT, KXONEFELESTWVWDHEHDE 3OO/ IV,

a. dJules Verne predicted the moon landing more than 100 years before it would happen, and even

calculated how much force was needed to push a ship out of Earth’s atmosphere.

b. In George Orwell’s novel, one security camera was installed for every fourteen people.

c. Edward Bellamy invented and developed the credit card.

d. Both wireless headphones/earphones and the internet were described in novels published over

50 years ago.

e. The mechanical hand which appeared in Robert Heinlein’s novel is the origin of the name of

the mechanical hand used today in the nuclear industry.

f. In 2001:A Space Odyssey, artificial intelligence is portrayed as a capable supporter of the

development of human society.

g. Satellite TV and electric cars are featured in Stand on Zanzibar, but that is not the only future

prediction in the novel.

h. In the novel Cyborg, written by Steve Austin, a character named Martin Caidin is given new

legs, a bionic arm, and a removable eye.
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10.

a.

(6 H@ HEXxHEF=v 7 (4RAH) |

WDOZILD  ( ) ICADERLEDRFELY, TOa~dnb 12BN I,
Although identical twins, Jimmy and Timmy have very different personality traits. But they
) each other.
complement b. compute c. compile d. compress
The chess game lasted for two days. Simon was the ( ) winner.
indefinite b. eventual c. interval d. external
Our CEOis ( ) traveling in Australia, but she will get back to you when she returns.
properly b.  proportionally c.  provably d. presently
There are quite a few problems with this approach. We have to sort them ( ) .
down b. on c. out d. up
Ishe ( ) along well in the new business? Is he enjoying it?
getting b.  keeping c. carrying d. trying
We try to do what is best for our customers in  ( ) of the quality of our products.
memory b. terms c. support d. charge
Use this  ( ) table to find out how many grams are in one ounce.
convention b. incrimination c. incarnation d. conversion

Returns must be made within 14 days of the date of purchase unless the product is

absolute b. stainless c. faulty d. Dblameless
Parents with this genetic disease are likely to pass it on to their ( ) .

offspring b. gravitation «c¢. reduction d. velocity
Simon felt emotions that were difficult for him to  ( ) to his parents.

italicize b. articulate c. intensify d. shimmer
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1. Negotiations continued until the last  ( ) , but the organizer finally decided to disqualify
the team.

All his life, he recorded his daily experiences in his journals continuously and in  ( ) details.

2. Lottajust tried to ( ) them all, but not all the children appreciated it.

More than half of the Swiss population speaks German as their ( ) tongue.

3. TIhaveinjured the ( ) on my left thumb, and it has a split at the tip.
I found the key hanging on the iron ( ) by the door.

4. A gifted singer, translator, and poet, Thomas has a good ( ) for language.

Did you know that an average ( ) of corn has 800 kernels in 16 rows?

5. He had twisted his ankle, so he ( ) abandage tightly around it.
The ( ) in my knee was shallow and clean. It healed quickly.
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PLIF @ 321X Do you think it would be better to outsource school club activities? (X3 5% 2 DL T,
LT OERNZE Z 2 S0,

Agree: Modernizing the School System through Outsourcing

The traditional system of school-run club activities is facing a crisis. Outsourcing these programs
to external organizations is a necessary evolution for both teachers and students.
1. Reducing the Burden on Educators

Japanese teachers are notorious for working excessive hours, often due to the demands of
supervising clubs after school and on weekends. By outsourcing these activities, schools can
significantly improve the work-life balance of their staff. This allows educators to focus on their
primary responsibility: delivering high-quality academic instruction and personalized student
support during school hours.
2. Providing Professional Instruction

Many teachers are assigned to lead clubs for sports or arts in which they have little to no experience.
Outsourcing allows students to learn from professional coaches and experts who possess deep
technical proficiency. This specialized guidance not only helps students improve their skills more
effectively but also reduces the risk of injuries caused by improper training methods.
3. Promoting Diverse Interests

Schools are often limited by their internal resources, offering only a standard set of clubs. External
organizations can offer a much wider variety of activities, from high-tech robotics to niche sports or
traditional crafts. This diversity enables students to explore their unique passions and discover
talents that might have remained hidden in a conventional school setting.
In conclusion, by alleviating teacher workloads, ensuring professional guidance, and expanding
student options, outsourcing club activities will create a more sustainable and enriching educational

environment.

Comprehension Question (Agree)
According to the passage, what is one benefit of students learning from external experts?
1. It guarantees that students will win national competitions.
2. It allows teachers to spend more time participating in sports themselves.
3. It provides students with better technical skills and increased safety.
4

It encourages schools to hire more full-time teachers for academic subjects.
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Disagree: Preserving the Educational Value of School Clubs

While outsourcing may seem convenient, it carries significant risks that could undermine the
fundamental purpose of extracurricular activities in the Japanese education system.
1. Increasing Financial Disparity

One of the greatest strengths of the current system is its affordability; almost any student can join
a club regardless of their family’s income. Moving these activities to private organizations would likely
involve membership fees and travel costs. This shift could exclude students from low-income
households, creating a "participation gap" that prevents vulnerable children from enjoying the
benefits of sports and arts.
2. Losing Holistic Guidance

Teachers often use club activities as a way to understand their students' personalities and provide
emotional support outside the classroom. External coaches may prioritize winning or technical
performance over the student's overall character development. Without the deep bond between
teacher and student, the "holistic" approach to education—where discipline and teamwork are taught
alongside skills—could be lost.
3. Concerns over Safety and Accountability

When club activities are managed by the school, there is a clear framework for safety and legal
liability. Outsourcing creates a complex situation regarding who is responsible if an accident occurs
during practice. Furthermore, ensuring that all external staff undergo proper background checks and
follow educational ethics is much harder than managing a group of licensed teachers.
To summarize, due to the risks of financial inequality, the loss of character-building opportunities,
and the ambiguity of legal responsibility, school club activities should remain under the direct

supervision of schools.

Comprehension Question (Disagree)
Why does the author worry about the involvement of private organizations in school clubs?
1. Because private organizations are not interested in sports.
2. Because it might prevent students from lower-income families from participating.
3. Because external coaches are usually more strict than school teachers.
4

Because students will have too much free time if clubs are moved outside.
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Do you think it would be better to outsource school club activities?
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Luck is one of humanity’s most useful concepts for making sense of random chance and the
(seemingly) unexplainable. If you find a $20 bill on the ground, you have good luck. If a gust of
wind blows away your $20 bill just as you pull it out of your wallet, you have bad luck.

Around the New Year and Lunar New Year*, luck rituals around the world are performed to bring
in the good stuff and banish the bad stuff. But what role does luck play in our everyday lives? Do
people actually have the power to make themselves lucky?

Richard Wiseman, who wrote a book about luck and is a psychology professor at University of
Hertfordshire, said that he’s found there are such things as lucky and unlucky people.

“We worked with exceptionally lucky and unlucky people [in our research],” he said. “There are
huge differences in their lives.”

While “lucky people are always in the right place at the right time,” unlucky people can’t (1) catch

a break.

“I think a big part of that, not all of it, but a big part of it is the way in which they’re thinking and
where they're behaving,” Wiseman said.

Wiseman argued that psychological behaviors are what determine the luck a person perceives in
their life. In a paper published in Developmental Psychology, psychology professor Jacqueline D.
Woolley of University of Texas, defined luck in three ways: a supernatural event; an explanation
people use to make sense of certain events; and a personal attribute one has within themselves.

In the conversation with the PBS NewsHour, Wiseman focused on the personal attribute definition,
saying that people who believe lucky things happen to them tended to (2) fare better than people who
felt unlucky.

“The lucky people knew how to (3) bounce back. The unlucky ones tended to get dragged down by
that failure,” he said.

So if luck is based on psychological behavior, can you change your luck? “You absolutely can,”
Wiseman said.

He suggested making small changes in your everyday routine, like writing down notes of gratitude
and how you felt lucky at the end of a day for several weeks. You can also switch up something as
simple as taking a different route to work or school. Even changing up the shows you watch on TV
can create new modes of thinking. In the words of Roman philosopher Seneca, “luck is what happens
when preparation meets opportunity.”

“Another thing is ... being a flexible thinker and having a flexible approach to life,” he said.

“Anything like that will mean you’re more open to opportunities when they come along. So (4) these
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are very simple things everyone can do, but they have quite a large impact.”

Luck also plays a big role in society, Wiseman said. For example, during the Lunar New Year,
many Asian cultures seek better luck and abundance by using the color red and eating fish. He said
that (5) these kinds of rituals have been around for a long time because of the way human nature
behaves.

“[Luck] manifests itself in a different way in different societies. But what’s underpinning* (s)
that is that we like to be in control,” Wiseman said. “We feel anxious and worried if we're in
situations where we’re not in control. And so what people do to try and court* good luck is all sorts
of (7 ) ,some of them superstitious*.”

Wiseman said luck affects all parts of society, even those people who may be trained to be more
skeptical* of the idea.

“I know very rational scientists that would still talk about crossing their fingers or touching wood,”
he said. “So it’s something that’s deeply (s) ingrained in our psvche.”

(#)  *Lunar New Year : [2JEDIEH, [HIEA *underpin : ffii9 5, TXx7T 5

*try and court : 5L 95 £ 9D *superstitious : HK{ED *skeptical : 1EEETY 72

(1) Wiseman #HRZNEE RN ERERANDENVEZZDLDOEIRD 1 ~4 DHFNEL—DEON/E XV,
1 FOES 2 fEmME 3 BB 4 Jerwile )

(2) TH#HHEB(1) catchabreak OEMRE L THROLEUIRDLDERD 1 ~4 DHFMNL— DRIV,

1 cause achange 2 geta chance 3 make a stop 4 take a rest

(3) Woolley #IZHBBRTWAHIEDFHHD 55, Wiseman ZIRNEBEH LD END, 1~4
DHFNE—DBONR I,
1 EAEAMES 2 HESRFOSHMEH 3 EAOLERMEYE 4 REZFEVEZ DL

(4) THEB (2) farebetter OERE L TR OEUIRLDEIRD 1 ~4 DHFMNL— DN X,
1 be more serious 2  be more successful

3 have more energy 4 pay more attention

(5) T#5 (3) bounce back DEMRE L CTHRLEUIRLDERD 1 ~4DHFMNL DO IW,

1 recover 2  reject 3 reply 4  resign
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(6) ALHTELADEE L TORRXENTWARNEDERD 1 ~4 DOH NG — BN SV,

1 BOIEEEE LB AR H D 2 FWMEDOHLEZH 2T HILENTED
3 HAIVT I ARBRBIREDED Z ERZ N 4 RERL7=C & ARG LES

(7) THEB (4) @ these WETHDOE L TR LBEUIRLDEZRD 1 ~4 DFNE— DO/ I,
1 HHROEL TEEIN TV HEEL B EBALNARITE) 2 RNEOKMLEEELSI X HFE LA
3 r—~vDOHEHEERIDOLT 4 HEWRITEREROEE & FEHSRZS 72 %t i )

(8) T#E (5) these kinds of rituals D EAKR] & L Tl bIEEI RS DEZIRD 1 ~4 DHFNE—D
SEOVASYAN

1 H&HTW5H20 FVELAESE S 2 RRAKRTTELELODIZESDD

3 ROEEZTCHWHOLEEIEXED 4 BEHORFFLAHEEIHDD

(9) T#E (6) that BHETHOERD 1 ~4DHNL DRV IV,
1 These kinds of rituals have been around for a long time. 2 the way human nature behaves

3 a different way in different societies 4  Luck manifests itself in a different way in different societies.

(10) zEpr (7 ) WCADIHLEYRFEEZRD 1 ~4DFNE—DEONR I,

1 rituals 2 roles 3 routes 4  rules

(11) TF#¥8 (8) ingrained in our psyche DEMKE L TR HEUIREDERD 1 ~4 DHNpE—D
BEORIV,

1 FEPCEELZLELTEHHFEIN TS 2 AELRHTHLH > TV DHARKEIZEIABNLS

3 FIHDLIHEA T B TND 4 FREERERIBVTHERIELLNATND

(12) KXOWELLTIELWHDERD 1 ~4 DHNL—DFDR IV,

1 EADIT O HBESCERITIZHE VIS SHBIERERDNEG XD Z L1F720,

BRIZBW T ORI N R0 TH L0, REOL I REXEOVTI ZERH D,
NZCEZONTEITIRE > TNDH T2, RNERAOEIEZEZENDED D Z EITHRR N,

N & D3R & TR RO BERR T DR Z 1T O DI A FIH CERNEARZIZR>TLEI O TH

N kw0
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[1] 1.b 2.¢ 38.¢ 4b 5b 6.d 7.b 8d 9.a 10.b

(s ]
1. suggest (Zfi< thatBiF OBEGENIFE (REEBE)
2. encourage @ HHIMHEEIIAER,
3. disappoint % [~Z %I 5] OFE, Lo TWESFINIRD,
4. help 7 [~ZRHT D] OFEKRD & X, HAYFEITEL G,
5. [N Lie OB lay.
6.0or LIFILT DD either DFx,
7...,onlytogiveup l....0NED, fRbHE O]
8. subject |JF&FIT, besubject to ~T [~Z5LILI2N]
9. in return for~ ~DiALIZ |

10. HAUEEZTE X HRMERL despite D,
[2] 1.b 2.¢ 3.d 4.b 5.a 6.b 7.a 8d 9.b 10.c

1. take over ~ [~%7F| X<

2. account for ~ [~% D75 |

3. immigrant &)

4. hard evidence 7 72

5. security reason (224> EOEEH |

6. superior to ~ [~{Zf5

7. nevertheless [FAUZH 035 T
8. privilege [, Fril]

9. pleasure =\

10. virtue (78, ffEOH 5 Z &
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e Agree Passage: 3
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2. TR ESWERBERE (7 —xy MI, HEESREN IV ERICESWEZRIRZT 52 &
ZREEIC LE T, 7 UXOVRRUANE, MEOBEAIX D 2 IR T A HICEHD Z LR L0 -7 TF, Bl
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fhame LT, ZHERERZRIEL, KV BWIRKIEZEL, HEORZMA LT, A ¥ —Fy MIAX
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NE—BRIBE (k)

AXCEDL, A F—Fy MNEIAXDBEVYOH L EZ EDLIITEZXE LN ?

(BRI 72 IS ~DIRIFE @ D T,

BLOWEKAPLONaIFTICEHL L DI T,

EIVRWBIRET 5701, HRABRBEEOT—F 2K TE L5122 o7,
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28R : KxtER (Disagree)

AVE—Ry hOEBERIZEY, SEDAXITLUATEY 2 OBEREFAL TS ERNETH?
@Hﬂ%ﬂ?ﬁ?ﬁ&@%iﬁﬁﬁfﬁﬂ ZIEMT LS A2 BEREDRMICIFERA L VWD Z &%
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Agree Model (BE&E 7)

I believe that people are utilizing significantly more information today due to the internet’s expansion.
First, the internet provides instantaneous access to a vast array of global knowledge and diverse
perspectives. For instance, researchers can now easily compare international scientific reports online
rather than being limited to the physical books found in local libraries.

Second, digital platforms have empowered individuals to make highly informed consumer decisions
based on real-time data. Specifically, shoppers utilize thousands of detailed user reviews and price
comparison websites to identify the most cost-effective products for their specific needs.

In conclusion, by making global data accessible and improving the quality of daily decision-making,
the internet has undeniably enabled people to process and utilize much more information than in the

past. (132 words)
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Disagree Model (& H.)
I do not think people are utilizing more information today despite the internet’s prevalence.
First, the overwhelming volume of available data often leads to information overload, which hinders
effective processing. For example, many individuals feel paralyzed by thousands of search results and
struggle to distinguish relevant facts from useless digital noise.
Second, social media algorithms frequently restrict users to narrow "echo chambers" that limit
intellectual growth. Specifically, people are often exposed only to opinions that align with their
existing beliefs, meaning they actually utilize a smaller variety of information than before.
In conclusion, while the quantity of available data has increased, the issues of overload and biased
exposure suggest that people are not truly utilizing more information in a meaningful way. (128
words)
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Agree Model (BRRE R)

I believe that Japan should implement a licensing system for electric assist bicycles to enhance public
safety.

First, these bicycles can reach high speeds easily, which significantly increases the risk of severe
collisions. For example, the heavy weight and motorized power of e-bikes can lead to fatal injuries for
pedestrians in crowded urban areas.

Second, a licensing process would ensure that all riders possess a fundamental understanding of
essential traffic regulations. Specifically, requiring a written test would force cyclists to learn how to
navigate complex intersections and share the road legally with motor vehicles.

In conclusion, because of the physical dangers posed by speed and the need for legal education, a
mandatory license is necessary to protect both riders and the public. (132 words)
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Disagree Model (X %I& 7))

I do not think a license should be required for electric assist bicycles because it would create
unnecessary barriers to sustainable transportation.

First, mandatory licensing would likely discourage people from choosing eco-friendly travel options
due to the added costs and bureaucracy. For instance, many commuters might revert to using cars
instead of e-bikes if obtaining a permit becomes too time-consuming or expensive.

Second, such a requirement would unfairly restrict the mobility of vulnerable groups who rely on
these bicycles for daily life. Specifically, many elderly citizens use e-bikes to maintain their
independence after surrendering their car licenses, and a new test could strip them of this freedom.
To summarize, instead of imposing licensing rules that hinder environmental goals and social mobility,
the government should focus on improving cycling infrastructure. (142 words)
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Agree Model (BRRE R)

I believe that school learning tools should be significantly diversified to reflect the rapid changes in
contemporary society.

First, introducing various digital tools helps students develop the essential technological literacy
required for the modern global workforce. For instance, by utilizing cloud-based collaborative software
and coding platforms, students can learn how to work effectively in professional, tech-driven
environments.

Second, a wider range of tools ensures a more inclusive learning environment that accommodates
diverse cognitive styles and physical needs. Specifically, providing interactive Al simulations and
text-to-speech software allows students with different abilities to grasp complex concepts as
effectively as their peers.

In conclusion, diversifying educational tools is vital because it not only prepares students for their
future careers but also fosters greater equality within the classroom. (139 words)
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Disagree Model (R & H.)

I do not believe that school learning tools should be constantly diversified simply to match societal
trends.

First, an over-reliance on new digital tools can significantly hinder the development of fundamental
cognitive abilities and deep concentration. For example, replacing paper and pens with tablets often
prevents students from practicing handwriting, which has been shown to enhance memory retention
and focus.

Second, the rapid introduction of expensive technology can exacerbate the digital divide among
students from different socioeconomic backgrounds. Specifically, children in underfunded schools may
suffer an unfair disadvantage if their success becomes dependent on access to the latest high-tech
gadgets.

To summarize, while society changes, schools should prioritize stable, traditional methods to ensure
that all students develop strong core skills in a fair and balanced environment. (142 words)
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Agree Model (BRE 7)

I believe that outsourcing school club activities is a beneficial move for both educators and students.
First, this shift would significantly alleviate the overwhelming workload currently placed on teachers.
For instance, instead of supervising clubs on weekends, teachers could focus more on academic
preparation and providing personalized support to students during school hours.

Second, students would benefit from receiving specialized guidance from professional instructors.
Specifically, expert coaches can provide advanced technical training and safety advice that
inexperienced teachers may not be able to offer, allowing students to improve their skills more
effectively.

In conclusion, by reducing the burden on school staff and ensuring a higher quality of athletic and
artistic instruction, outsourcing is a highly practical solution for modern schools. (132 words)
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Disagree Model (R & H.)

I do not think that school club activities should be outsourced to external organizations.

First, transferring these activities to private groups could increase financial inequality among
students. For example, some families may struggle to pay the high membership fees or travel costs
required by external clubs, which could prevent children from low-income households from
participating.

Second, the vital role that clubs play in character development might be undermined by outsourcing.
Specifically, while teachers emphasize values like discipline and teamwork as part of holistic
education, professional coaches may prioritize winning over the students' personal growth.

In conclusion, to ensure equal access for everyone and maintain the focus on emotional development,
school clubs should remain under the direct supervision of licensed educators. (132 words)
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