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1. Kindness is an attribute of a good doctor.

2. This is the first guy that I've actually conversed with.

3. No one would gbject to his selection.

4 . It was gracious of you to come all the way to our campus.

5. Not for an instant did they believe the policeman lied.

7. avoidance 4. beautiful 7. birthday .. cocoa

7. commit 1. display %. employer 7. fashion
/7. female =1, grocery #. humane . knowledge
A . melancholy ¥. modesty V. offspring # . picturesque
7. pillar Y. practice 7. sergeant . worship
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(1) If Ms. Kate Brown had cooperated ( ) us, we could have finished in a few hours.
(A) from (B) on (0 to (D) with

(2) If you find that movie ( ), I'll go and see it.
(A) interest (B) interested (C) interesting (D) isinterest

(3) The use of E-mail has caused an ( ) leap in communications throughout the world.

(A) inadequate  (B) inconvenient (C) undeveloped (D) unimaginable

(4) The worldwide low inflation rate is expected to continue ( ).
(A) before next year (B) for a long time
(C) in a decline (D) throughout



(5) The recently released Concept of Operations for the United States Air Force (
foundation of how this group will meet the nation’s future security demands.
(A) have provided (B) provides
(C) providing (D) would provide

) the
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(1)
A Do you have any idea why the meeting was postponed till next month?
B: Some people are away on business trips so it was postponed.
A
(A) Tl go anyway. (B) I'm not going anywhere next month.
(C) That makes sense. (D) That should be good.
(2)
A If we don’t find a gas station soon, we’ll run out of gas.
B:
A How many kilometers ago was that?
(A) Thaven’t seen an open one for the last 50 kilometers.
(B) Isaw a sign that said the next one was 30 kilometers away.
(C) There must be one somewhere around here.
(D) There’s one up ahead.
(3)

A There was a big explosion at a factory that killed a lot of people.

A There were reports of 40-50 people.
(A) How many people lost their lives?
(B) How could many people die?
(C) How many people were died?

(D) How was such an explosion announced?

(4)

B: Yes, you can take bus number 3, 7 or 12.
A :  Thanks. Where can I get a ticket?
(A) Excuse me, but does bus number 5 go to Hyde Park?
(B) Hi. Is the bus over there near Hyde Park?
(C) Pardon me, does every bus go to Hyde Park?
(D) Sorry to bother you, but could you tell me which bus goes to Hyde Park?
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1. At first, she was amore concerned about vthe length of her hospitalization than cthe fact that she

amight be dying.

2. The anticancer drugs brought about dreadful agide effects: she lost her hair and, for more than

three weeks, she yvomited violently, even cat the sight of a qmoving object.

3. And I had a growing confidence that swhile advanced medical technology ncan, in fact, cure diseases,

a warm heart is calso necessary for qus health care workers.

4. A third of all kids in Iraq are amalnourishment. For many, this problem starts before birth, pwith

an cestimated 25 percent of infants aborn underweight.

5. In Southern Nigeria, mothers sapply ‘palm kernel oil’ (made vby heating the kernels cof oil palm

fruits) to infants with athe cold.

5] #xrdoBwEEbT LI, ( YNICTR S MBS CH E DR B X R S0,
(1) F7=bBlE, FZEICKRRUCEENTZ, We were really (1 ) with the weather.

2 ESLThhlidbilel b 5570, Whatdid you say that (f )?

B) FlFza—b—%2E56LTLESTZ, Ivelr ) out of coffee.

6] BexmmoEkEERDT LT, ( YN OFEA L~ 2 72 S0,
(1) #ilid, HERZOEFEEZ»ERR > TV D0 E =Tk,
She (if / got / knew / asked / had / I/ who ) the job.

Q2 2%, ERZHETIEALZEZ LD BIZE NI LV,

It's far (than / lived / else / nicer / I've / anywhere / here ).

(3 WikGHE, MBEZEL O LT 5 MO NH TR > T,

The quay was (rent / people / crowded / rooms / local / for / with / offering ).
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[HEER]
The Urgent Need for Government Action to Promote Reusable Products

In today's world, environmental degradation has become one of the most pressing issues. I strongly
agree that the government should do more to promote reusable products, as relying solely on
individual choices is no longer sufficient. There are three main reasons why government intervention
is essential.

First, the promotion of reusable products is crucial for reducing the massive amount of waste
generated daily. Single-use plastics, such as cups and packaging, are overflowing in landfills and
severely polluting our oceans. By implementing strict policies that encourage the use of reusable
alternatives, the government can significantly reduce this plastic pollution and protect fragile marine
ecosystems.

Second, shifting to reusable products offers substantial economic benefits for local communities.
Although purchasing reusable items may seem slightly more expensive initially, they last much longer,
saving consumers money over time. Furthermore, local governments spend millions of dollars
annually on waste management and recycling processes. A decrease in single-use garbage would
dramatically lower these public expenditures, allowing funds to be allocated to other vital services
like education and healthcare.

Third, strong government initiatives are required to change deep-rooted consumer habits. While
many people are aware of environmental issues, convenience often dictates their purchasing behavior.
Therefore, the government should introduce financial incentives, such as subsidies for businesses that
adopt reusable container systems, and launch nationwide educational campaigns. Without official
support, shifting public behavior on a large scale is nearly impossible.

In conclusion, the government must take a more active role in promoting reusable products. By doing
so, it can mitigate environmental damage, reduce public spending on waste management, and

effectively transform consumer behavior toward a more sustainable future.

Question 1: According to the passage, how can promoting reusable products financially benefit local
communities?

1. By encouraging consumers to buy expensive single-use items.

2. By completely eliminating the need for any waste management facilities.

3. By reducing the amount of public money spent on waste management and recycling.

4

By forcing local businesses to donate their profits to environmental charities.



[XAER]
The Hidden Drawbacks of Government Intervention in Reusable Products

While the concept of sustainability is highly valued in modern society, I disagree with the idea that
the government should do more to promote reusable products. Increased government intervention
could lead to unintended negative consequences for three major reasons.

First, the widespread promotion of reusable products raises significant sanitation and public health
concerns. In settings such as restaurants, cafes, and medical facilities, single-use items are often
preferred because they guarantee a sterile environment. If the government forces businesses to adopt
reusable containers, there is a heightened risk of cross-contamination and the spread of infectious
diseases, especially if the items are not sanitized perfectly every time.

Second, forcing the adoption of reusable products imposes a heavy financial burden on small
businesses. To comply with strict government regulations, cafe and restaurant owners would need to
invest heavily in commercial dishwashing equipment, extra water, and additional staff to manage the
cleaning process. These added operational costs could be financially devastating for independent
stores that are already struggling to survive in a competitive market.

Third, the environmental benefits of reusable products are often overestimated due to hidden
ecological costs. Manufacturing durable items like heavy cotton tote bags or stainless steel bottles
requires significantly more energy and water than producing single-use plastics. If consumers do not
use these reusable items hundreds of times, the overall carbon footprint and environmental impact
actually become worse than using disposable ones.

In conclusion, considering the potential risks to public health, the severe financial strain on small
businesses, and the hidden environmental costs of manufacturing and washing, the government

should avoid excessive promotion of reusable products.

Question 2: Why does the author argue that reusable products might actually harm the environment?
1. Because they are usually made of toxic materials that pollute rivers immediately.
2. Because producing and washing them requires a massive amount of water and energy.
3. Because they decompose too quickly and release harmful gases into the atmosphere.
4

Because businesses often throw them away after only one use to save cleaning costs.



e Write an essay on the given TOPIC.

e Use TWO of the POINTS below to support your answer.
e Structure: Introduction, main body, and conclusion

e Suggested length: 120-150 words

e Any writing outside the space will not be graded.

TOPIC

Agree or disagree: The government should do more to promote reusable products
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Whenever the topic of cultural difference is discussed, @the allegation of stereotyping usually is
not far behind. For instance, if cultural patterns of men and women are being compared, a certain
woman may well offer that she doesn’t act “that way” at all.

Stereotypes arise when we act as if all members of a culture or group share the same
characteristics. Stereotypes can be attached to any assumed indicator of group membership, such
as race, religion, ethnicity, age, or gender, as well as national culture. The characteristics that are
considered shared by members of the group may be respected by the observer, in which case it is a
positive stereotype. In the more likely case that the characteristics are disrespected, it is a
negative stereotype. Stereotypes of both kinds are problematic in intercultural communication for
several obvious reasons. One is that they may give us a false sense of understanding our
communication partners. Whether the stereotype is positive or negative, it is usually only partially
correct. Additionally, @stereotvpes mayv become self-fulfilling prophecies, where we observe others
in biased ways that confirm our prejudice.

Despite the problems with stereotypes, it is necessary in intercultural communication to make

cultural generalizations. @Without anv kind of supposition or hvpothesis about the cultural
differences we may encounter in an intercultural situation, we may fall prev to naive individualism,
where we assume that everv person is acting in some completelv unique way. Or we may rely

ordinarily on “common sense” to direct our communication behavior. Common sense is, of course,
common only to a particular culture. Its application outside of one’s own culture is usually
ethnocentric. Ethnocentric is defined as using one’s own set of standards and customs to judge all
people, often unconsciously.

Cultural generalization can be made while avoiding stereotypes by maintaining the idea of
@dominance of belief. Nearly all possible beliefs are represented in all cultures at all times, but
each different culture has a preference for some beliefs over others. The description of this
preference, derived from large-group research, is a cultural generalization. Of course, individuals
can be found in any culture who hold beliefs similar to people in a different culture. There just
aren’t so many of them — they don’t represent the majority of people who hold beliefs closer to the
norm or “central tendency” of the group. As a specific example, we may note that despite the
accurate cultural generalization that Americans are more individualistic and Japanese are more

group-oriented, @there are Americans who are every bit as group-oriented as any Japanese, and

there are Japanese who are as individualistic as any American. However, these relatively few



people are closer to the @fringe of their respective cultures. They are, in the neutral sociological
sense of the term, “deviant,” which means unusual.

Deductive stereotypes occur when we assume that abstract cultural generalizations apply to
every single individual in the culture. While it is appropriate to generalize that Americans as a
group are more individualistic than Japanese, it is stereotyping to assume that every American is
strongly individualistic; the person with whom you are communicating may be a deviant. Cultural
generalizations should be used tentatively as working hypotheses that need to be tested in each
case; sometimes they work very well, sometimes they need to be modified, and sometimes they don’t
apply to the particular case at all. The idea is to derive the benefit of @recognizing cultural
patterns without experiencing too much “hardening” of the categories.

Generalizing from too small a sample may generate an @inductive stereotype. For example, we
may inappropriately assume some general knowledge about Mexican culture based on having met
one or a few Mexicans. This assumption is particularly troublesome, since initial cross-cultural
contacts may often be conducted by people who are deviant in their own cultures. (“Typical”
members of the culture would more likely associate only with people in the same culture — that’s
how they stay typical.) So generalizing cultural patterns from any one person’s behavior (including
your own) in cross-cultural contact is likely to be both stereotypical and inaccurate.

Another form of inductive stereotype is derived from what Carlos E. Cortes calls the “social
curriculum.” He notes that schoolchildren report knowing a lot about Gypsies, even though few of
the children have ever met even one member of that culture. According to Cortes’s research, the
knowledge was gained from old horror movies! @Through media of all kinds we are flooded with
images of “cultural” behavior: African Americans performing hip-hop or bringing warmth to
medical practice; Hispanic Americans picking crops or exhibiting shrewdness in the courtroom;
European Americans burning crosses or helping homeless people. When we generalize from any
of these images, we are probably creating stereotypes. @Media images are chosen not for their
typicality, but for their unusualness. So, as with initial cross-cultural contacts, we need to look

beyond the immediate image to the cultural patterns that can only be ascertained through research.

(1) Which does Underline (1) actually mean?

A. A claim of stereotyping has serious consequences.
B.  Stereotyping commonly follows discussion of culture.
C. There is likely to be an accusation of stereotyping.



(2)

C.

What does Underline (2) actually mean?
Fixed concepts can sometimes lead to significant achievements.
Thoughts about our own culture can be applied to another culture.

Our existing ideas can determine what we will think in the future.

What does Underline (3) imply?
The context of cultural groups is important in understanding people.
Common sense is essential in understanding a certain group’s culture.

Self-identity has an influence on how we respond to each new situation.

What does Underline (4) actually mean?
the favoring of certain beliefs
the control of certain beliefs

the perpetuation of certain beliefs

What does Underline (5) imply?
Japanese groups emphasize the importance of collectivism.
Japanese are more concerned with other people than Americans.

Some Americans do not demonstrate the values of individualism.

Which of the following has a meaning closest to Underline (6)?
outside B. edge C. trim

What does Underline (7) refer to?
creating strict ways to organize cultural information usefully
retaining flexibility of thinking regarding cultural generalizations

making it easier to understand the advantages of cultural forms

Which of the following has a meaning closest to Underline (8)?
overgeneralization from specific examples
overgeneralization from broad experiences

overgeneralization from unreliable sources



(9

A.
B.
C.

) What does Underline (9) imply?
The images represented in the media determine people’s actions.
There are so many such images that they are difficult to avoid.

Such images often display overwhelmingly positive stereotypes.

(10) What does Underline 10) imply?

A.
B.
C.

B.

You should not believe media images because of their authority.
You should not deny media images that are likely to be reliable.

You should not generalize cultural patterns from media images.

AKILXONFIZHE L TROELRBDEZLZNENA~CHL = DT ORPR SV,

(1) In the first paragraph, the woman mentioned likely believes that

A.
B.
C.

it is important to maintain distinctions between men and women.
people cannot easily be characterized in terms of their gender.

we should break the stereotype that cultural diversity exists.

(2) In the second paragraph, the author’s main point is that

A.
B.
C.

(3)
A.
B.
C.

(4)
A.
B.
C.

holding stereotypes is helpful when another culture is unfamiliar.
positive stereotypes are more useful for understanding other people.

there are dangers in holding stereotypes if we fully believe them.

Using our own “common sense” in intercultural communication is
an overgeneralization in its own way and should be avoided.
an example of how we should think in general terms about people.

a tool to apply in some settings when we interact with various cultures.

Compared to cultural stereotypes, cultural generalizations
are true if we regard the culture as a whole, allowing for exceptions.
are better applied to individuals in a culture rather than entire groups.

are seen as being applied to cultures that are not individualistic.

10



(5) One point the author makes in the fifth paragraph, starting with “Deductive stereotypes,”
is that we shouldn’t

A.  believe that categorizing certain cultural groups is appropriate.
B. consider that individualistic people can sometimes be abnormal.
C.

presume that a group defines the characteristics of any one person.

(6) The overall meaning of the sixth paragraph, starting with “Generalizing from,” is that
A.

positive stereotypes are easily learned from personal experiences.
B.  experiencing person-to-person communication may not be informative.
C. avoiding talking with only one person from another culture is essential.

(7) The most appropriate title for this passage is

A. “Understanding Stereotypes in Intercultural Communication.”
B. “Avoiding Common Stereotypes in Intercultural Communities.”
C.

“Considering Research into Intercultural Stereotypes.”

11
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(1)

A. ar-tic-u-late B. mo-bile C. fore-head D. pa-ral-y-sis E. mi-rac-u-lous

(2)

A. ab-rupt-ly B. phe-nom-e-non C. an-noy-ance D. gla-cier E. un-prec-e-dent-ed
(3)

A. u-nique B. ex-hib-it C. in-sti-tute D. al-ter-na-tive E. e-lec-tron-ic

(4)

A. de-ter-gent B. ad-e-qua-cy C. po-li-ti-cize D. vol-un-teer E. con-tro-ver-sial
(5)

A. e’lim-i-nate  B. en-thu-si-as-tic C. guar-an-tee D. poi-son-ous E. res-i-due

[2] OB DZEFH A D DITH b5 72 b D% (A~ (D)7 B —D,

(1) The prime minister will impose a tax ( ) domestic interests are being threatened by a flood
of imports.
A)  as (B) despite (C) ever since (D) regardless of
(2) Global warming is what happens when greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide ( ) in the

atmosphere and cause rises in global temperatures.

(A)  build up (B) grows (C) improved (D) increases

(3) Most nationalities do not require a visa for a stay of up to 30 days provided ( ) a ticket for

onward travel.

(A) have (B) having (C) they have (D) to have
(4) Boosted by its coverage of the Iraq war, BBC Radio 4 ( ) Radio 2 as the most popular radio
station in the country.
(A) has been overtaken (B) has overtaken
(0) it overtakes (D) overtaken by

12



(5) A study was done to determine the effect ( ) the change in government policy has had on

the small business sector.

(A) for (B) of (C) that (D) what
(6) A herd of cows ( ) a tight circle around him.

(A) have made (B) have been made

(C) having made (D) making

W OLRFHABI AT E 72D K 51T, B bES 2 51 1~5 »HETh 1 D@,
FBRCTEZREN,

(A)

K: I'd like this chicken cutlet and Caesar salad.

M: Same here.

K: I always wonder why the Japanese order the same thing as others do.

M: Doyoumeanwe( a )too easily?

(1. admit 2. overlook 3. tolerate 4. permit 5. compromise )

(B)

K: We bought a big refrigerator recently.

M :  Good. Let me have a look. Wow! Isn’t it big?

K: Yes. Because we go shopping once a week, that’s why.

M : Refrigerators make people ( b ).

(1. generous 2. mighty 3. lazy 4. luxurious 5. hollow)

[4] #FCOTHE a, b, ¢, dICHEY RHIEZOLTE~—2 LS, AT e £v—2 LS
AN

1. One of the things that 2] found is that people who have somewhat ymore weight in middle age clive

long than people who qare leaner in middle age.

2. By paving a monthly premium of about $59, participants in the insurance program pcan have cas

much as 80 percent of some of their medical bills aqpaving.

3. When SARS aat first struck the world, many people were surprised that psuch a new disease could

appear out of qnowhere.
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4. Japan’s Health Ministry says it has received areports of 81 ndeaths among cancer patients clinked

to the use of a new lung cancer drug that qcalled Iressa.

5. I remember standing in front of the dinosaur agkeletons and vto look at the cexhibits of animals

from qall over the world.

NI DOE®RERDLT L1, ( YWIR SNT-HAFE TR E AEAZEX R I,
1) FTbH>FETE7Z,  That's (a ) I can take.

(2) EATHZ2,  That's out of the (q ).

(3) EEILARSWHIZLARWTEL<N, Don'tb ) around the bush.

6] BanmmwoBEkERDT LI, ( YN OFEC) & W~z 72 S0,

(1) #HSIEFEEEOF%IE, BRBERRFEIZWD,

They're ( more / at / than / not / home / often ) on a Saturday afternoon.

(2 WRFTar&2BLT, kbWl & EInr TE,
She sent ( John / she / couldn't / to / a message / say / that / with / come ).

(B) WHIXLVANT U EMNIELT2DIT, HFEME ZHIC LTz,

They worked their ( the bone / of / for / fingers / make / to/ to / a success / ten years ) the restaurant.

14
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[HEER]
The Advantages of Expanding Online Services in Business

In recent years, the rapid advancement of technology has dramatically changed how companies
operate. I strongly believe that businesses should provide more online services. Doing so offers
significant benefits in terms of customer convenience, cost efficiency, and market expansion.

First, expanding online services greatly enhances customer convenience. Unlike traditional
physical stores with fixed operating hours, digital platforms allow consumers to shop, book
appointments, or seek customer support at any time of the day or night. This 24/7 accessibility saves
time for busy individuals and leads to higher overall customer satisfaction. Furthermore, people can
access these services from the comfort of their homes, eliminating the need to commute.

Second, shifting to digital platforms can help businesses significantly reduce their operational costs.
Running physical storefronts requires expensive rent, utility bills, and large numbers of staff to
manage the premises. By providing more services online, companies can minimize these heavy
overhead expenses. Consequently, they can invest their saved capital into developing better products
or offering more competitive prices to their clients, which ultimately strengthens their market
position.

Third, establishing a strong online presence allows businesses to reach a much broader audience.
A local brick-and-mortar store is typically limited to serving customers who live in the immediate
surrounding area. However, by utilizing e-commerce and digital marketing, companies can easily
overcome geographical barriers. They can sell their goods or services to a global market, thereby
increasing their revenue potential and ensuring long-term financial stability.

In conclusion, the shift toward a more digital business model is highly advantageous for both
companies and consumers. Because it improves customer convenience, reduces operational costs, and
opens up global markets, businesses should definitely continue to expand their online services in the

future.

Question 1: According to the passage, how does expanding online services benefit businesses
financially?
1. It allows them to avoid paying taxes on the products they sell internationally.
2. It helps them save money by reducing the expenses associated with maintaining physical
stores.
It enables them to charge much higher prices for their goods due to increased demand.

It entirely eliminates the need to spend money on advertising and marketing campaigns.

15



[XAER]
The Drawbacks of Shifting to Online Business Services

While the digital transformation of modern society is undeniable, I disagree with the idea that
businesses should provide more online services. Although digital platforms offer some level of
convenience, overly relying on them presents several serious problems regarding customer
relationships, cybersecurity, and social equality.

First, excessive online services often destroy the personal touch that is essential for building strong
customer relationships. In face-to-face interactions, experienced employees can read a customer’s
facial expressions and body language, allowing them to provide empathetic and tailored assistance.
When communication is restricted to automated chatbots and generic emails, customers frequently
feel frustrated and undervalued. Over time, this lack of human connection can severely damage the
brand's reputation and decrease customer loyalty.

Second, expanding digital operations significantly increases the risk of cyberattacks and data
breaches. When companies collect and store vast amounts of personal information online, they become
prime targets for hackers. A single security breach can result in the loss of sensitive financial data,
such as credit card numbers and home addresses. This not only leads to massive financial penalties
for the company but also results in a complete loss of trust from consumers.

Third, moving too many services online creates a digital divide that excludes vulnerable populations.
Many elderly people, as well as those living in low-income households, may lack the necessary digital
devices or stable internet connections to access these online platforms. If physical stores and
traditional phone services disappear, these individuals will be unfairly cut off from essential goods
and services that they desperately need in their daily lives.

In conclusion, despite the current trends, businesses must be cautious about over-digitizing their
operations. Because of the loss of meaningful human interaction, the severe threats to cybersecurity,
and the exclusion of people without digital access, businesses should prioritize maintaining their

traditional, in-person services.

Question 2: What is one reason the author gives for the negative impact of online services on
vulnerable populations?
1. They are often targeted by online scammers and lose their life savings.
2. They wusually prefer speaking to human employees because they enjoy face-to-face
conversations.
They are regularly charged extra fees by companies for using automated customer support.

They may not have the internet access or electronic devices required to use digital platforms.

16



TOPIC

Should business provide more online services?
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When gallery director Patrick McCaughey arrived at the National Gallery of Victoria (NGV) on
August 4, 1986, his staff was in crisis mode. The head of security approached him: “I think the
Picasso is gone,” he said, looking upset.

The NGV — a major gallery in Australia — had purchased Picasso’'s Weeping Woman less than
a year earlier. At the time, it was the most ( 1 ) painting an Australian gallery had ever
acquired. Its price was AU$1.6 million (over AU$4.3 million in today’s dollars)— an eye-watering
amount for the publicto ( 2 ) atthe time. After a plunge in the Australian dollar, it was
valued at AU$2 million shortly after.

Oneofa ( 3 ) of works Picasso painted in the 1930s, Weeping Woman is considered a
companion to his masterpiece, Guernica, and depicts his lover Dora Maar in bright greens and
purples, holding a tissue up to her suffering, angled face. At the time of the purchase, McCaughey
boasted, “This face is going to haunt Melbourne for the next 100 years.” But now, it had vanished
from its wall.

The director and staff were baffled. In the painting’s place was a note that said it had been taken
to “The ACT.” They assumed it had been relocated to a sister gallery in the ACT — the Australian
Capital Territory — and started making calls to confirm. When the gallery said they didn’t have
Weeping Woman, things startedto ( 4 ) .

It wasn’t long until exactly what the ACT was becameclear. ( 5 ) that morning, The Age,
a newspaper in Melbourne, received a letter signed by “The Australian Cultural Terrorists,” which
said the group had stolen the work and now had it intheir ( 6 ) . Addressing arts minister
Race Mathews, they wrote that they were protesting “the clumsy, unimaginative stupidity of the
administration.” They made a list of demands, including more funding for the arts and a prize for
young Australian artists. If Mathews didn’t ( 7 ) the group’s requests within a week, they
said, the Picasso would be burned.

Police swept the NGV building. ( 8 ) ,they soon found the painting’s frame, but the canvas
eluded them. At one point they even drained the famous moat, a deep, wide defensive pit filled
with water around the building, but still came up empty-handed.

Adding to the gallery’s embarrassment about its lax security, the painting was not insured. If it
were destroyed, there would be no financial recompense.

As the police struggled to make progress, newspapers around the world splashed the story across

18



their pages. The city was full of theories. ( 9 ) suspected an “inside job”: Not only was there
no sign of forced entry to the gallery, but the painting had specialized screws attaching it to the
wall, which would require certain tools — and expertise — to detach. Some said it was an act of
high-stakes performance art: perhaps an homage to another infamous art robbery, the theft of the
Mona Lisain 1911,in ( 10 ) Picasso himself was briefly involved.

Days flew by, and still there were no clues. A second ransom note harassed Minister Mathews,
calling him a “tiresome old bag of swamp gas” and “pompous idiot.” The Cultural Terrorists wrote:
“( 11 ) ourdemands are not met, you will begin the long process of carrying about you the smell
of kerosene and burning canvas.” In a third letter, Mathews received a burnt match.

The gallery’s head at the time, Thomas Dixon, wrote in the Sydney Morning Herald in 2019
that, as the deadline passed, “staff morale was collapsing. More theories ( 12 ) ,thennothing.”

But then, a tip. McCaughey was contacted by a local art dealer, who said a young artist she knew
seemed to know something. McCaughey visited the artist’s studio, where he found newspaper
articles about the theft pinned to the wall. The gallery director mentioned that the painting could
bereturned ( 13 ) toaluggage locker at a train station or the city’s airport. As Dixon wrote,
“The artist remained stony faced throughout.”

More than two weeks had passed since the theft when the press received an unidentified phone
call. Go to Spencer Street Railway Station, the caller said, and look in locker 227.

The police, press, and gallery staff rushed to the location. When police pried open the locker,
they found a neat, brown-paper parcel, which they quickly brought back to the station to unwrap.
“And there it was,” Dixon wrote. “No burns, no cuts, none of the things we feared.” The painting
had clearly been well cared for, by people who knew how to handle artwork.

To this day, the crime has not been ( 14 ) . The case remains in the Australian popular
imagination, inspiring movies and novels.

After the painting was returned, the National Gallery of Victoria tightened its security
considerably. When a subsequent ( 15 ) director started in the role, one of the first things

he asked Dixon was who was behind the theft. “Everyone knows,” Dixon replied, “but nobody can

agree.”

(1) A. expanded B. exported C. expensive D. experienced
(2) A. recall B. acquire C. digest D. expose

(3) A. series B. picture C. means D. symbol

(4) A. catch up B. get heated C. cool off D. become alarmed
(5) A. Over B. Through C. Since D. Later
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(6)

A. possession B. investment C. account D. power
(7) A. givein to B. look downon C. comeupwith D. getaway with
(8) A. Forexample B. As aresult C. In effect D. For that matter
(9) A. Few B. Many C. Everyone D. Nobody
(10) A. whose B. whom C. what D. which
(11) A. If B. Unless C. Although D. Whenever
(12) A. practiced B. proved C. circulated D. accepted
(13) A. unanimously B. anonymously C. according D. alone
(14) A. revealed B. allowed C. caught D. solved
(15) A. film B. painting C. safety D. gallery

AXOHEIZRO L TROBELY RS DEENLTILA~CHL—DT DRV IV,
(1) The passage tells the story of an important artwork named

A. Weeping Woman. B. The Picasso. C. Guernica.

(2) The burglary of the painting was confirmed when
A. arelated gallery in the ACT said they had not relocated it.
B. anote found in the gallery declared that “The ACT” had taken it.

C. alocal newspaper received a letter from a group called “The ACT.”

(3) One reason the painting was stolen was that

A.  the robbers wanted Race Mathews to step down as arts minister.
B. the robbers were displeased with how the government treated the arts.
C. the robbers protested the lack of support for administrators of the arts.

(4) The passage mentions that before the painting was stolen, the staff at the National Gallery

of Victoria

A. had requested funding from the gallery administration.

B. had experienced a crisis at the time the new director arrived.
C. had insufficient measures for safeguarding the painting.
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(5) We can assume newspapers across the globe carried the story of the missing artwork mainly
because

A.  the purchased painting was the most high-priced in the world.
B. the puzzling nature of the case fascinated people.
C.

the Australian arts minister received many harassing ransom notes.

(6) Some people believe that those who stole the painting knew about artwork because

A.  they called themselves cultural terrorists.

B.  the group had an art studio near the station.

C. the painting was found in excellent condition.

(7) Dixon suggests that

A. everyone has a different opinion about who committed the crime.
B. everyone knows the individuals who committed the crime.
C.

everyone has the same idea about who committed the crime.
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(1

A. college B. collar C. color D. cotton E. copper
(2)

A. fellow B. obedient C. render D. specimen E. strength
(3)

A. indicate B. suffocate C. delicate D. dedicate E. locate

(4)

A. younger B. finger C. linger D. longer E. singer
(5)

A. sympathy B. worthy C. healthy D. wealthy E. filthy

[2] #3EcoZEricki > Lo L LClida b 0Ek A~E Ofnb 1 0R0, e TAIRI,
(1 ( ) please find some photos we took together while you were staying with us.

A. To enclose B. Having enclosed C. For enclosing D. Enclosing E. Enclosed

(2) Under the circumstances the ( ) problem will very likely get worse and worse. Therefore,
the government should implement aggressive economic measures to tackle it.
A. completeness B. completed C. unemployment

D. engagement E. encouragement

(3) Within relatively confined areas such as office buildings, airport terminals, and large ships, the
movement of people and freight is usually accomplished ( ) of elevators, escalators, and
moving sidewalks.

A. on behalf B. by means C.on account D.in spite E. because

(4) Today ( ) is often regarded as time left over after caring for needs of existence, such as
eating and sleeping, and for subsistence, such as work or education. This leftover time is to be used
as each individual chooses. Studies suggest that the average adult spends about 80 to 85 hours
weekly for existence and about 35 to 40 hours for subsistence, leaving about 40 to 50 hours of time.

A. livelihood B. absence C. leisure D. eclipse E. presence
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(5) Well before Columbus and other Europeans arrived in the Americas, the ( ) of corn had
spread across North America. Later, corn became a food staple for European settlers.

A. observation B. publication C. normalization D. cultivation E. contemplation

3] kOAFEA~C R ERARTIE 725 K510, ZEMICRKLIEYNASEEL 1~5 HbZhTh 1 S
O, B TERBRIV,

(4)

Look at this weather forecast. Typhoon No.4 is coming to Osaka.

Hurricane Catherine hit the Mississippi area last week.

This is really a typhoon month. Incidentally, why do you use ( ) names for hurricane?

ARANCNA

I don’t know. It’s just a custom.

(1. girls’ 2. boys’ 3. kids’ 4. mothers’ 5. fathers’)

N~

(B
Strangely enough, Richard insisted on ( ) down our plan.
I'm afraid Dick doesn’t like us.
Who’s Dick? Is he a close friend of Richard’s?
No. Dick is Richard. Dick is a nickname for Richard.
(1. aiming 2. turning 3. keeping 4. rejecting 5. objecting)

ARANCNA

(¢
My grandmother’s living in Japan and writes to me a lot.
Guess she wants to know how you're doing here?

Yes, she always says that I must ( ) myself.

AT

You're doing O.K.! Just tell her that you're enjoying American college life.
(1. live 2. do 3. behave 4. go 5. spend)

[4] #MVOTHEa, b, ¢, dICEYRHNTZOBESE~—2 LAS, BFTe v—r LA
AN

1. Early heart disease is areversible in young female athletes who bstop menstruating cbecause

excessive exercise and gpoor diet.

2. Taking aa patient’s sleep history is the first step in pidentifying the cause of canv sleep disturbance

and gplan effective countermeasures.
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3. We awere supposed to be ppresent at the training sessions every day, but I requested cadmission

to be qabsent on Tuesday and Thursday.

4. I'm just zconcerned about a business deal we've ymade with Bussey Bank. Some people say the

bank cmight be going bankrupt athis fall.

5. aWhile the earthquake, I could feel the building nyvibrating. I could even see it cmove sback and

forth.

WD 1~5 DRFELOERIELS K12, ( YDOHIZA DR b RTEE 1 B FoEE RS
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1. A:CouldI(g ) a ride with you to the station?
B : Sure. But I will not leave until eight o’clock.

2. A : I have never been to Paris.

B : That (s ) it. Let’s go to Paris for the summer vacation.

3. A : Would you mind showing me how to use this machine?
B : Of course ( ).

4. A : What do you (s ) to going to the movies?
B : Sounds great.

5. A: Areyou sure he will come on time?

B: Take my (w ) for it.
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[HEER]
The Necessity of Mandating Recyclable Products for Companies

In recent years, environmental degradation has become a pressing global issue. I strongly believe
that companies should be legally required to produce goods that are easy to recycle. This policy is
essential for three main reasons: environmental protection, resource conservation, and corporate
accountability.

First, mandating recyclable products is crucial for reducing environmental pollution. Currently,
millions of tons of complex, unrecyclable goods end up in landfills or oceans every year. If companies
are required to design products with recycling in mind, it would drastically decrease the amount of
toxic waste and help protect fragile natural ecosystems from further destruction.

Second, this requirement would promote the efficient use of limited natural resources. The earth’s
raw materials, such as rare metals used in electronics and petroleum-based plastics, are rapidly
depleting. When goods are easy to recycle, valuable materials can be efficiently extracted and reused
in the manufacturing process. This circular economy reduces the need to mine or produce new
materials, ensuring that resources are preserved for future generations.

Third, implementing this rule would shift the responsibility for waste management back to the
producers. Currently, the heavy burden of recycling falls on consumers and local governments, who
spend massive amounts of tax money dealing with mixed-material waste. Forcing companies to adopt
eco-friendly designs holds them accountable for the entire lifecycle of their goods, creating a fairer
system.

In conclusion, because it minimizes environmental pollution, conserves precious natural resources,
and enforces corporate responsibility, the government must require companies to manufacture easily
recyclable products. This is an essential step toward building a truly sustainable society.

Question 1: According to the passage, how does mandating recyclable products affect local
governments and consumers?

1. It forces them to spend more tax money on building new waste management facilities.

2. It shifts the burden of dealing with complex waste away from them and back to the producers.
3. It requires them to learn new methods for manually separating mixed materials at home.
4

It completely prevents them from buying electronic devices that use rare metals.
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[XAER]
The Negative Impacts of Forcing Companies to Produce Recyclable Goods

While environmental conservation is an important goal, I disagree that companies should be legally
required to produce goods that are easy to recycle. Such a strict mandate would have several negative
consequences for businesses, technological innovation, and consumers.

First, imposing this requirement would place an overwhelming financial burden on companies,
especially small and medium-sized enterprises. Redesigning products to be easily recyclable demands
massive investments in research and development. Furthermore, factories would need to purchase
entirely new manufacturing equipment. For many independent businesses already struggling in a
competitive market, these sudden additional costs could lead to bankruptcy and severe job losses.

Second, forcing manufacturers to prioritize recyclability could stifle technological innovation and
compromise product quality. Many modern goods, such as advanced medical devices, lightweight
automobiles, and high-performance smartphones, rely on complex mixtures of plastics, metals, and
chemicals to ensure safety and durability. If companies are restricted to using only easily recyclable
materials, they might not be able to create these cutting-edge products, ultimately slowing down
technological progress.

Third, this policy would inevitably lead to higher prices for consumers. When companies spend
millions of dollars redesigning their products and sourcing new eco-friendly materials, their
production costs will skyrocket. Naturally, these expenses will be passed on to the public through
increased retail prices. In a time when many people are already suffering from inflation and high
living costs, forcing them to pay more for daily necessities is highly impractical.

In conclusion, considering the severe financial strain on businesses, the potential decline in product
quality and innovation, and the increased economic burden on consumers, I believe companies should

not be forced by law to produce easily recyclable goods.

Question 2: Why might the strict requirement for recyclability slow down technological progress,
according to the author?
1. Because companies will spend all their time cleaning up landfills instead of researching.
2. Because consumers will stop buying advanced smartphones and medical devices to save money.
3. Because advanced products often require complex mixed materials for safety and high
performance.
4. Because small businesses will refuse to share their recycling techniques with larger

corporations.
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TOPIC

Should companies be required to produce goods that are easy to recycle?
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One of the things that’s open to scientific study is how we communicate information about science.
Science education should, in theory at least, produce a scientifically literate public and prepare
those most interested in the topic for advanced studies in their chosen field. That clearly hasn’t
worked out, so people have subjected science education itself to the scientific method.

What has been found is that an approach called active learning (also called active instruction)
consistently produces the best results. This involves pushing students to work through problems
and @reason things out as an inherent part of the learning process.

Even though the science on @that is clear, most college professors have remained committed to
approaching class time as a lecture. In fact, a large number of instructors who try active learning
end up going back to the standard lecture, and one of the reasons they cite is that the students
prefer it that way. This sounds a bit like excuse-making, so a group of instructors decided to test
this belief using physics students. And @it turns out professors weren’t making an excuse. Even
as understanding improved with active learning, the students felt they got more out of a traditional
lecture.

One of the challenges of tracking this sort of thing is that every class will have a different range
of talents, and some instructors will simply have been better at teaching. Figuring out how to take
into account this variability is essential if you want to understand the impact of teaching methods.
Fortunately, a Harvard team of researchers came up with a clever way of doing so.

They essentially split a physics class into two groups. One group would get a standard lecture.
The person teaching the other group would use the same slides and class materials but lead these
students through an active-learning process during the class. Then, two weeks later, the two
groups of students would swap places; the first would now have an active-learning class on a
different physics topic, and the second would receive a standard lecture. That way, the same
students experienced both regular lectures and active learning, and the instructors brought any
talents they had to both approaches.

After each class, the students were surveyed about the experience, and they took a short quiz to
determine how well they understood the subject of the class. The whole thing was done for both
the spring and fall semesters of a class to provide a larger sample size. As expected from past

studies, @the students in the active-learning classes consistently outperformed their peers (and
themselves), scoring significantly higher on the quizzes.

But based on the surveys, gthe students would have been surprised to find out that’s the case.
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The students found the active-learning classroom to lack a bit of coherence, and it suffered from the
frequent interruptions, which made the experience frustrating and confusing. When asked how
much they felt they learned, students in the active-learning classroom consistently rated themselves
as having learned less — the exact opposite of what the quizzes show. The students also indicated
that they would prefer that all their future classes be standard lectures.

So why is an extremely effective way of teaching so unpopular? The researchers come up with a
number of potential explanations. One is simply that @active learning is hard. “Students in the
actively taught groups had to struggle with their peers through difficult physics problems that they
initially did not know how to solve,” the researchers acknowledge. That’s a big contrast with the
standard lecture, which, being the standard, is familiar to the students. A talented instructor can
also make their lecture material feel like it’s a straightforward, coherent packet of information.
@This can lead students to over-rate their familiarity with the topic.

The other issue the researchers suggest may be going on here is conceptually similar to @the
Dunning-Kruger effect, where people who don’t understand a topic are unable to accurately evaluate
how much they know. Consistent with this, the researchers identified the students with the
strongest backgrounds in physics, finding that they tended to be more accurate in assessing what
they got out of each class.

Whatever the cause, it’s not ideal to have students dislike the most effective method of teaching
them. So, the researchers suggest that professors who are considering adopting active learning
take the time to prepare a little lecture on it. The researchers prepared one that described the
active-learning process and provided some evidence of its effectiveness. The introduction
®@acknowledged the evidence described above — namely, that the students might not feel like they
were getting as much out of the class.

In part thanks to this short addition to the class, by the end of the semester, 65% of the students
reported feeling positive toward active learning. @That’s still not exactly overwhelming
enthusiasm, but it might be enough to keep instructors from giving up on an extremely effective
teaching technique.

(1) Which of the following has a meaning closest to Underline (1)?

A.  write things out B. figure things out C. make things out

(2) What does Underline (2) refer to?

A.  the purpose of active learning
B.  the procedure of active learning
C. the effectiveness of active learning
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(3) What does Underline (3) actually mean?

A.  The university students were indeed not fond of active learning.
B. The researchers revealed the advantage of the traditional lecture.
C.

There is a plausible case for university professors to complain about
(4) What does Underline (4) actually mean?

A.  Active learning was more helpful for gaining knowledge.
B. The instructors were better at active-learning lessons.
C.

The students in the active-learning class were smarter.

(5) What does Underline (5) imply?

A. The students were sure that their scores were worse than their peers.
B. The students were unaware of their learning gain in the class.
C.

The students were astonished to discover the popularity of lectures.
(6) What does Underline (6) actually mean?

A. Active learning imposes a heavy physical burden on students.
B. Active learning involves competing with other students.
C.

Active learning really challenges students in the classroom.
(7) What does Underline (7) refer to?

A.  the clarification of unclear sections provided by the best learners
B. the positive impact of instructors in their presentation of class content
C.

students’ delusion that traditional lectures are easier to understand

(8) Which of the following can be a concrete example for Underline (8)?
A.  Competent people are likely to recognize their actual talent.
B.  Average people are likely to underestimate their performance.
C. Unskilled people are likely to overestimate their knowledge.

(9) Which of the following has a meaning closest to Underline (9)?

A. admitted B. confirmed C. argued

(10) What does the author want to express most in Underline 10)?
A.

Active learning inevitably leads to opposition from some students.
B.

There were some students who learn less through active learning.
C.

Instructors should recognize that active learning is not unpopular.
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(1) The view of the author in the first paragraph is that science education

A.  has failed in its attempt to contribute meaningfully to society.

B. has investigated the effective use of the scientific method.

C. hasbeen a topic at the heart of people’s communication.

(2) Most of the instructors quit active learning because they

A. feel that it soon loses favor with their students.
B.  think that students usually underperform.
C.

realize that they are not good at it.

(3) According to the fourth paragraph, starting with “One of the,” to examine the effect of
teaching methods, you should

A. investigate the essential characteristics of good instructors.
B. take students’ level of enthusiasm into consideration.
C.

be aware of the potential factors that might influence the results.

(4) The purpose of the fifth paragraph, starting with “They essentially split,” is to explain

A.  the background of the participants in the study.

B. the experimental design adopted in the study.

C. the content of the physics class used in the study.

(5) In the seventh paragraph, starting with “But based on,” the students’ attitude toward
lectures is

A.  critical. B. confused. C. complimentary.
(6) According to the 10th paragraph, starting with “Whatever the cause,” the researchers

suggested

A. an alternative to the explanation for the cause of the failure.
B. a practical way to improve students’ satisfaction with the class.
C.

a hypothesis for why students dislike active-learning style.

(7) The most appropriate title for this passage is

A.  “Scientific Inquiry Finds Active Learning Is Most Effective.”
B.  “Students Think They Learn Less with Traditional Instruction.”
C.

“Professors Should Not Go Back to Traditional Lectures.”
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1
(1) bag-gage (2) dam-rage (3) en-gage (@) lan-guage  (5) mes-sage

@[\D

con-cern @ con-sent @ con-sist @ con-stant @ con-sult
3
(1) wuniform () u-nify (3) wunit-ed (@) uni-ty (5) u-ni-verse
4
(1) con-cen-trate (2) dec-o-rate 3) del-i-cate (4) mas-quer-ade (5) nom-i-nate

@OT

as-tron-o-my (2) bi-ol-o-gy (3) e-conom-ics () ge-og-ra-phy (5) phi-los-o-phy
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(1) The windows will be almost impossible ( ).
A. opening B. that we open C. to open D. to our opening E. for us to open it
(2) This is the most ( ) tale ever written.

A. being terrifying  B. terrifying  C. terrified D. to terrify E. of terrifying

(3) No ( ) are new antibiotics used than a new strain of resistant disease turns up.

A. more B. less C. better D. later E. sooner

(4) She got ( ) shock that she dropped the bag.

A.asuch B.sucha C.aso D.soa E.so

(5) He talked about several very interesting people, ( ) he was still in contact with.

A. who some of them B. who some C. some of that D. whose some E. some of whom
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(7]

A Can you think of anyone who could help me?

B: How about Carol? She’s smart and responsible.

A But she has kids, so I'll have to ( ) with her schedule.

(1) be rather strict (2) be dealt (3) be flexible (4) be put up

(1)
A :  Could you mow the lawn? The grass is getting long, and I won’t have time to cut it this weekend.
B: OK, dad. ( ). You want me to wash it too?

A Yes. That would be great.
And the car needs washing
But the car parks on the lawn

But you stop the car in front of the lawn

®» O

And you can drive the car while I wash it

(V]

A Spring break starts next week. We thought we could all go skiing.
B: Great! But you should check the conditions at the ski area first.
A 0O.K. But I still want to come up and see you, ( ).

(1) when we had a warm March
(2) even if we can’t ski
(3) though there’s much snow on the mountain

(@) as if you were feeling kind of lonely

[4] #MVOTHEa, b, ¢, dICEYRHNTZOBESE~—2 LAS, BFTe v—r LA
AN

1. T've got to get aat least a master’s degree pat this universitv to get ca lifetime job that’s worth 4ato

do.

2. In Madagascar many children who ado attend school pleave prematurely because they considered

aliterate once they can read and write their names.
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3. When “Bowling for Columbine” was announced aas the Oscar winner for Best Documentary nat the

Academy Awards, .the audience rose to dits feet.

4. In the aabsence of veffective drugs or a vaccine for SARS, control of this disease relies on the rapid

cidentification of cases and qits appropriate management.

5. “My life shas completelv changed,” she says, nduring describing chow she now can write to her

relatives and qread their letters.

WD 1~5 DRFELOERIELS K12, ( YDOHIZA DR b RTEE 1 B FoEE RS
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A : Thave no intention of going back to college.

B: Do you really (m ) that?

A :  Please feel ( ) to ask me any questions.

B: OK. First, I would like to know what your favorite movie is.

A: Tcant(r ) that book on the top shelf.
B: Let me get it for you.

A : Do you think Mr. Smith will be elected mayor?
B: Could ( ).

A :  Did you enjoy that novel?
B: Ireadittwice. But the plot went completely (o ) my head.
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[HEER]
The Necessity of Encouraging Youth Participation in Elections

In many democratic nations, voter turnout among the youth has been declining. I strongly believe
that the government should do more to encourage young people to vote in elections. Increased youth
participation is vital for three main reasons: long-term impact, fair representation, and the
establishment of lifelong habits.

First, young people will have to live with the consequences of today’s political decisions the longest.
Current policies regarding the national debt, environmental protection, and technological regulation
will shape the future for decades. If the youth do not vote, they lose their voice in deciding how these
critical, long-term issues are handled, leaving their future entirely in the hands of others.

Second, without youth participation, government policies tend to heavily favor older generations.
Because elderly citizens typically have high voter turnout rates, politicians naturally prioritize their
needs, such as pensions and healthcare, to win elections. By actively encouraging young voters, the
government can create a more balanced political landscape where issues like education, affordable
housing, and childcare receive equal attention.

Third, voting is a civic habit that is best formed early in life. Studies show that if citizens vote in
their first eligible elections, they are highly likely to continue voting throughout their lives. By
introducing educational programs in schools or simplifying the voting process through digital
platforms, the government can help young people develop a strong sense of civic duty that will sustain
democracy for years to come.

In conclusion, encouraging young people to vote is indispensable. To ensure that long-term issues
are addressed, political representation is balanced, and lifelong civic habits are formed, the

government must take proactive steps to engage the younger generation in the democratic process.

Question 1: According to the passage, why is it problematic that older generations dominate elections?
1. Because they do not care about the negative effects of the national debt.
2. Because it often results in politicians prioritizing policies that favor the elderly.
3. Because they lack the experience to make good long-term political decisions.
4

Because they actively prevent young people from participating in the political process.
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[xE R
The Drawbacks of Forcing Youth Political Participation

While increasing voter turnout is generally seen as a positive goal, I disagree that the government
should do more to encourage young people to vote. Spending resources on merely boosting youth
turnout is an ineffective approach for three major reasons: the risk of uninformed voting, the
misallocation of public funds, and the failure to address the root cause of the problem.

First, blindly encouraging young people to vote can lead to an increase in uninformed decisions.
Many teenagers and young adults are not yet deeply engaged with complex political issues. If they
are pressured into voting by government campaigns, they may simply vote based on superficial factors,
such as social media trends or celebrity endorsements, rather than carefully analyzing the candidates'
policies. This could allow populist politicians to manipulate elections.

Second, the government often wastes valuable tax money on ineffective campaigns targeting the
youth. Governments frequently spend millions on flashy advertisements or hiring famous influencers
to tell young people to vote. This public money would be much better spent on improving fundamental
civic education in schools or directly funding policies that actually benefit the younger generation.

Third, low voter turnout among the youth is a symptom of poor politics, not a lack of encouragement.
Many young people do not vote because they feel disillusioned with the current political system. If
politicians actually created appealing policies that addressed youth concerns—such as low wages and
high tuition fees—young people would naturally go to the polls. The responsibility lies with the
politicians to earn these votes, not with the government to force them.

In conclusion, the government should not focus on artificially boosting youth voter turnout. Instead
of risking uninformed voting and wasting public funds, politicians should focus on creating

meaningful policies that naturally attract young voters.

Question 2: What does the author suggest is the true cause of low youth voter turnout?
1. The complexity of the voting system and a lack of digital voting options.
2. Social media algorithms that hide important political news from teenagers.
3. Politicians failing to create policies that address the real concerns of young people.
4

The lack of celebrity endorsements and flashy advertisements in political campaigns.
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Should the government do more to encourage young people to vote in elections?
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Ziaulhaq Ahmadi sits on the floor of his small, one-story house, a brown, mud-walled building at
the end of a dusty alley in a small village. Surrounded by vineyards, fruit trees, and snow-capped
mountains, Aga Saray is a half-hour’s drive north of Kabul, Afghanistan’s capital. With great
gentleness, he taps on what looks like a sealed mud bowl until it cracks open.

Ahmadi, 45, reveals a handful of grapes from inside the mud container. He explains they have
beenthere ( 1 ) harvesttime nearly five months ago, and kept for Nowruz, the Persian New
Year, which is celebrated on the spring equinox. After all these months, his grapes still look perfect,
and are perfectly fresh. A proud smile forms on his wrinkled face. “We use an ancient
preservation technique,” he says.

Afghans developed this method of food preservation, which uses mud-straw containers and is

(2 ) as kangina, centuries ago in Afghanistan’s rural north. Thanks to the technique,
peoplein ( 3 ) communities who can’t afford imported produce are able to enjoy fresh fruit in
winter months. But even in villages like Ahmadi’s, near the capital, the traditioniskept ( 4 )
for good reason. “Have you ever seen another method that can keep grapes fresh for nearly half a
year?” Ahmadi asks with a laugh.

Despite the practice’s generation-to-generation longevity, it has ( 5 ) been documented or
studied, explains Murtaza Azizi, Acting Director for Tourism at the Ministry of Culture and
Information. Buttheclay-richmud, ( 6 ) sealkeepsoutair and moisture like a Tupperware
container, protects the fruit from the winter cold, and works best for certain types of grapes.
“Usually, farmers who use kangina as storage choose the Taifi grape, which has thicker skin and
is harvested at the end of the season,” explains Rajendra Aryal, the UN’s Food and Agriculture
Organization’s Country Representative.

“My father taught me how to preserve fruit when I was a teenager,” Ahmadi explains as he places
the grapes back into the mud bowl, “andI ( 7 ) tomy own children.” He usually spends his
days in his little roadside shop, selling grapes to passengers driving by.

With its fertile soil and dry, warm climate high up in the Hindu Kush mountains, Afghanistan is

(8 ) in fruit variety. At least 1.5 million tons are produced each year, according to the
Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation, and Livestock, but just one third of it is exported, and fresh fruit
is served alongside most meals.

The South produces the majority of the country’s pomegranates — a fruit with juicy red seeds —
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and melons, ( 9 ) Ahmadi’svillage in Central Afghanistan is home to apple and cherry trees,
apricots, and vineyards. The area is especially famous for its grapes.

Each season, when the green fields turn red and yellow, Ahmadi buys 1,000 kilograms of grapes.
About half of them he sells fresh; the other half he preserves using kanginaand ( 10 ) fora
profit months later. “We use mud from the village, mix it with straw and water, and then form the
bowls,” explains Ahmadi’s daughter Sabsina, 11, who, during the harvest, helps her father after
school.

After laying the bowls in the sun for about five hours, they place the grapes in the dry bowls,
which they seal with more mud and store in a dry, cool corner over the winter. Most families in
the village do the same, in a process that takes up to 20 days. Grapes that aren’t preserved are
either eaten or dried and ( 11 ) into raisins.

The seasonal scene can be rustic, and Ahmadi has childhood memories of his father returning
from the vineyards with fresh grapes. But it takes place amid the country’s ( 12 ) of wars
and conflicts, which have made family life difficult.

“The most difficult time was during the Taliban’s rule. Our village became the frontline of the
battle and we had to flee,” Ahmadi says. In Pakistan, he sold bananas and worked as a brick
laborer. “When we returned, our houses were burned down, ( 13 ) werethe vineyards. The
entire village had to start from scratch.” The family settled back in Afghanistan after the
American-led invasion in 2001, but the war never stopped, and the family fears that they could face
more violence.

Still, Ahmadi expects his children will one day take ( 14 ) his kangina business, and the
Nowruz celebration this year is special. According to the Solar Hijri calendar used in the country,
Afghanistan is ringing in a new century, the year 1400.

Nowruz is usually a large family ( 15 ) where food and gifts are exchanged. It is also
celebrated by heading into the mountains for picnics, reading poetry, and eating haft mewa, a
dessert made from seven types of dried fruits, including grapes. “This year’s celebration will be
special,”’Ahmadi says. “We’ll only see a new century once in our lifetime.”

I ask if he has any wishes for the new year. “A plentiful harvest,” he answers. “And peace for

our country.”
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(1) A. in time for B. assoonas C. after D. since

(2) A. given B. introduced C. known D. named
(3) A. prosperous B. remote C. convenient D. urban

(4) A. secret B. warm C. alive D. updated
(5) A. barely B. openly C. completely D. frequently
(6) A. which B. whose C. what D. that

(7) A. shouteditout B. passediton C. dropped it down D. handed it over
(8) A. rich B. available C. rare D. essential
(9) A. if B. so C. because D. while

(10) A. grapes B. shops C. resells D. apricots
(11) A. put B. made C. cut D. joined

(12) A. succession B. results C. achievement  D. victims
(13) A. nor B. which C. they D. as

(14) A. over B. through C. back D. out

(15) A. performance B. enjoying C. gathering D. relationship

ARILONFIZHRL LTRBEY RS DEENEINA~CHL DT OBERPR I,
(1) Based on the information in the second paragraph, Ahmadi probably picked his grapes
during

A. winter. B. fall. C. summer.

(2) One reason kangina is still used today is that

A. mountain weather makes it hard to deliver items there.
B.  selling fruit is not a part of the traditional culture.
C. no other method works as well as the mud bowls.

(3) According to the passage, kangina is

A.  acooking method that can preserve fruit for a year.
B. atraditional method transmitted within families.
C. an ancient method that is the origin of Tupperware.
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(4) The seventh paragraph, starting with “The South produces,”

A. introduces fruit that cannot be stored in kangina.
B. accounts for Ahmadi’s connection to grapes.
C. contrasts the urban and rural in Afghanistan.

(5) The 11th paragraph, starting with “The most difficult,” implies that
A.  Ahmadi wishes for a more peaceful Afghanistan.
B. the Taliban presence did not affect Ahmadi’s life.

C. the war was aimed at the kangina tradition.

(6) The end of the passage is best described as

A.  formal. B.  pessimistic. C.  hopeful.

(7) The author’s primary purpose in this passage is to

A. present an ancient way to keep grapes fresh all winter.
B. tell the story of a family man who owns a fruit store.
C. reveal the secret history of Afghanistan’s rural regions.
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CEIES

[ZERE R (Agree)]

I strongly agree that the government should do more to promote reusable products because it is
essential for environmental preservation and public financial efficiency.

First, replacing single-use items with reusable alternatives drastically reduces the severe global

plastic pollution that threatens our natural ecosystems. For example, by subsidizing the use of
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reusable cups and bags, local authorities can prevent millions of toxic plastic containers from
destroying marine life.

Second, the widespread daily use of durable goods significantly lowers heavy waste management
costs for local municipalities. Specifically, when citizens produce less household garbage, cities can
save massive amounts of tax money that would otherwise be spent on operating expensive
incineration facilities.

In conclusion, due to the critical benefits of environmental protection and municipal cost savings, 1
firmly believe the government must actively encourage the transition to reusable products.

(136 words)
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[t B R (Disagree)]

I completely disagree that the government should do more to promote reusable products, as such
interventions can harm public health and damage local economies.

First, enforcing the use of reusable items in the food service industry poses a significant risk of
spreading infectious diseases. For instance, if cafes are required to use shared cups, improper washing
can easily lead to serious bacterial cross-contamination among customers.

Second, strict government policies promoting reusable materials impose an unfair financial burden
on small and independent business owners. To comply with these new rules, small restaurants would
have to spend thousands of dollars on expensive commercial dishwashers and hire extra cleaning staff.

In conclusion, considering the severe risks to public sanitation and the devastating financial strain
on small businesses, the government should not force the adoption of reusable products.

(134 words)
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@(l) They’re ( more often than not at home ) on a Saturday afternoon.

(2) She sent ( John with a message to say that she couldn’t come ).

(3) They worked their (fingers to the bone for ten years to make a success of ) the restaurant.
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[BERER (Agree)]

I strongly agree that businesses should provide more online services in the future. In today's fast-
paced society, expanding digital platforms offers essential benefits for both companies and their
consumers.

First, expanding online services significantly improves daily convenience for busy customers. For
example, people can easily purchase goods, book appointments, or contact customer support 24 hours
a day without ever traveling to physical stores.

Second, shifting to digital platforms helps businesses reduce their heavy operational costs.
Specifically, companies can save massive amounts of money on rent, utility bills, and staff wages by
operating with fewer physical storefronts.

In conclusion, due to the tremendous increase in customer convenience and the substantial
reduction in business costs, I firmly believe that companies must continue to expand their online
services.

(125 words)
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[Xxt& R (Disagree)]

I disagree that businesses should provide more online services in the future. While digital platforms
are convenient, over-reliance on them can cause serious problems for society and consumers.

First, excessive online services often destroy the meaningful human connections that build
customer trust. For instance, when people are forced to use automated chatbots instead of speaking
with real employees, they frequently feel frustrated and undervalued.

Second, moving too many business operations online creates a severe digital divide that excludes
vulnerable populations. Specifically, elderly people or those without stable internet access may
struggle to buy essential daily goods if physical stores disappear.

In conclusion, considering the loss of personal customer service and the exclusion of people without

digital access, I believe businesses should prioritize maintaining their traditional in-person services.
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(13) anonymously [E4 C)
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S
[ZERE R (Agree)]

I strongly agree that companies should be required to produce goods that are easy to recycle. In
today's society, this strict requirement is absolutely necessary for global environmental sustainability.

First, mandating recyclable products drastically reduces severe environmental pollution worldwide.
For instance, if manufacturers simplify the materials used in plastic packaging, millions of
unrecyclable items will stop polluting our fragile oceans and overflowing landfills.

Second, designing easily recyclable goods promotes the efficient conservation of limited natural

resources. Specifically, when electronic devices are built for easy disassembly, valuable rare metals
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can be effectively extracted and reused without destructive mining.

In conclusion, due to the significant benefits of minimizing toxic waste and preserving precious
natural materials, I firmly believe that the government must enforce this recycling policy on all
manufacturing companies. (131 words)
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[t B R (Disagree)]

I disagree that companies should be required to produce goods that are easy to recycle. While
environmental protection is important, this strict policy would have serious negative impacts on
businesses and consumers.

First, imposing this recycling requirement would place a devastating financial burden on many
businesses. To comply with the new rules, small manufacturers would have to spend massive amounts
of money on changing product designs and buying new equipment.

Second, forcing manufacturers to prioritize recyclability could severely compromise product quality
and technological innovation. For example, creating highly durable and safe products, such as
advanced medical devices or lightweight cars, often requires complex mixed materials that are hard
to recycle.

In conclusion, considering the overwhelming financial costs for small businesses and the potential
decline in overall product quality, I believe companies should not be legally forced to make easily
recyclable goods. (143 words)
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S
[ZERE R (Agree)]
I strongly agree that the government should do more to encourage young people to vote in elections
because it ensures long-term stability and fair representation.
First, younger generations must live with the consequences of today’s political decisions the longest.
For example, if young people actively vote, politicians will be forced to seriously address critical future
issues like climate change and the national debt.

Second, higher youth participation helps balance government policies that currently favor older
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generations. Specifically, instead of only focusing on pensions and elderly healthcare, politicians will
start prioritizing education, affordable housing, and childcare support for the youth.

In conclusion, to protect the country's future and ensure that policies benefit all generations equally,
I firmly believe the government must take action to boost youth voter turnout. (127 words)
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[t B R (Disagree)]

I completely disagree that the government should do more to encourage young people to vote in
elections, as it can lead to uninformed decisions and waste public funds.

First, blindly encouraging teenagers and young adults to vote often increases the number of
uninformed political choices. For instance, young people who do not understand complex policies
might vote based solely on superficial social media trends or celebrity popularity rather than
analyzing the candidates.

Second, government campaigns aimed at boosting youth voter turnout frequently result in a
massive waste of valuable tax money. Specifically, instead of spending millions of dollars on flashy
advertisements or internet influencers, the government should invest that money directly in
improving school education.

In conclusion, considering the severe risks of uninformed voting and the unnecessary financial
burden on taxpayers, the government should not artificially force young people to vote. (141 words)
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