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Throughout history, both in Japan and in the West, women have experienced discrimination. In the home of Western
culture, ancient Greece, both women and slaves had ( 1 ) rights, and it is only in the 20™ century that women
have had the right to vote in Western countries. As for the East, two thousand five hundred years ago in China,
Confucius said that daughters should obey their fathers, wives should obey their husband, and mothers should obey
their son. In some ways this thinking still remains. In the working world, it is more difficult for women in Japan to find
a job than it is for men. Once they get a job, it is difficult to get a promotion or a responsible position. Often they are
even pressured to ( 2 )if they get married or have a baby. Women also experience sexual harassment and
lower pay ( on average 57% of men’s pay).

In North America, the situation is much better, but women are stillnot ( 3 ). Women make only about 75% of
the salary that men do on average, and there are still very few women in high position. Since the women’s liberation
movement of the 1960s, the situation of women in North America has improved considerably and Japan is slowly
understanding these ideas. For instance, sexual harassment is now being talked about in Japan. This never happened
in the past. Within a family, traditional roles in both societies have had women doing housework while men went out to
work. In North America, since women’s liberation, more women are working, so they ( 4 ) their hushand or
children to do more homework. However, the average woman still does over 80% of the housework. In Japan most
women do an even greater share than this. In both societies, then, women continue to play traditional roles within the
family. However, this is even more pronounced in Japan.

In North America, over half of all university students are women. In Japan too, more women than men continue
studying after high school. However, according to the Ministry of Education, over half of the Japanese women who
continue studying after high school go to junior colleges, while almost all ( 5 ) students who continue their
studies go to universities. As more Japanese women choose university over junior college, this will change. In North
America, women tend to study languages and arts while subjects like engineering, science and accounting ( 6 )
more men. In Japan, this different is even more noticeable. However, this may be a natural thing. According to studies,
women tend to be better at languages than men while men tend to be better than women with numbers,
(published in 1990s)
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